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The Wonders of His Grace 
By Edith Selindh Bergman 


IS JOY —how unspeakable! 
His MERCIES — how sure! 

His PEACE — passing knowledge, 
His LOVE — holy, pure; 
His GUIDANCE — how perfect! 
His WILL — only sweet; 
His ASSURANCE —so precious, 
His ATONEMENT — complete; 
His COMPASSION —so tender, 
His FAITHFULNESS — great; 
His COMFORT — sustaining, 
His HELP — never late; 
His POWER — omnipotent, 
His TRUTH — giving light; 
His PRESENCE — transforming, 
His WAY — ever right! 
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The Earth’s Delicate Balance 


Back of the laws of nature is the 
hand of God. Men set their watches by 
the sun and stars, plant their seeds ac- 
cording to the seasons, and expect vari- 
ations of temperature only within cer- 
tain limits. But how many there are 
who never give a thought to God, and 


how many others are not thankful to- 


Him who made and maintains the laws 
by which these things are governed! 
“Scientists at the Fels Planetarium of 
the Franklin Institute,” says a bulletin 
of the Institute in Philadelphia, “coolly 
admit that the end of the world, that is, 
a change in conditions which would 
make life on the earth impossible — 
might happen, due to some unforeseen 


cataclysm, at any moment... . Our earth 
is delicately balanced between the too 
hot and the too cold, the too dry and 
too wet, for life of the kind we know. 
If something should happen to upset the 
existing conditions, most of the higher 
life on earth would come to an end.” 
But how was that delicate balance estab- 
lished? The Bible has the answer, as 
it has to every.important question in 
life. Not only does it tell us that “God 
created the heaven and the earth,” but 
it gives us light on the exquisite adjust- 
ments of the universe in such passages 
as these: “He stretcheth out the north 
over the empty place, and hangeth the 
earth upon nothing. He bindeth up the 
waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud 
is not rent under them” (Job 26:7, 8); 
“Who hath measured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with the span, and comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance?” (Isa, 40:12.) Christ 
is the sustainer of the orderliness of the 
creation: ‘Who is the image of the in- 
visible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
for in him were all things created, in 
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the heavens and upon the earth, things 
visible and things invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers; all things have been created 
through him, and unto him; and he is 
before all things, and in him all things 
hold together” (Col. 1:15-17, A.R.V., 
marg.). Balance is needed in the Chris- 
tiari life as much as in the natural world. 
We need it in respect to clothing, eating, 
sleeping, talking, working, recreation, 
reading, and in every other activity. As 
we learn to know our own hearts, and 
see the need for a circumspect walk in 
the Christian life, we may well cry out, 
“And who is sufficient for these things?” 
(2 Cor, 2:16.) But we must read on 
and know that we are not “sufficient of 
ourselves to think any thing as of our- 
selves; but our sufficiency is of God” (3: 
5). Our weapons are “mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds; 
casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5). “He is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself” 
(Phil. 3:21). , 
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|. In the Hand of God 


“My times are in thy hand” (Psa. 31: 
15). 


Te SAY that a thing is in the hand 
of God means that it is in His 
power, in His authority, and at His 
entire disposal. It means that no one 
can do anything with that thing which 
is in the hand of God, unless God per- 
mits. This is a truth the Bible makes 
much of, and one that we should know 
and cherish, 


1. Our “times” are in the hand of God. 
This is a remarkable statement, and, 
once fully believed and trusted, will be 
of practical help to us. 

What did David mean when he said, 
“My times are in thy hand”? Here is 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Christ . . . maketh intercession 
for us” (Rom. 8:34). 




















the context: “They devised to take 
away my life. But I trusted in thee, O 
Lord: I said, Thou art my God. My 
times are in thy hand.” He knew that 
he belonged to God, and that God was 
taking care of him. He knew that his 
times were not in the hands of his 
ehemies nor even in the hands of his 
friends. With his enemies seeking his 
life, he looked right up to the face of 
God, and said, “My times are in thy 
hand.” . 

Our Lord Jesus said of the sparrows, 
“One of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father” (Matt. 10: 
29). The obvious meaning is that even 
a little bird does not die without God 
having to do with it. It is certain then 
that the time of the death of each hu- 
man being is in the hand of God. Just 
when that time is, is known only to God, 
together with all the circumstances of 
it. David found comfort in that truth; 
so also may we. 
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There are three important Scriptures 
that indicate that the time of death is in the 
hand of God. God said directly to Abra- 
ham, “And thou shalt go to thy fathers 
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good 
old age” (Gen, 15:15). God, therefore, 
knew the time of Abraham’s death and 
the circumstances of it; it was in His 
hand. God said to Josiah, “Behold 
therefore, ¥ will gather thee unto thy 
fathers” (2 Kings 22:20). That is even 
more to the point than the other to 
Abraham. God Himself said that He 
would gather the spirit of Josiah to his 
fathers. Again hear the words of the 
Lord Jesus Himself to the Apostle Peter: 
“If I will that he tarry till I come, what 
is that to thee?” (John 21:22.) Our 
Lord had just foretold the time (mark 
it) and the circumstances of the death 
of Peter, and Peter wished to know 
something about his friend, John. , He 
was told in plain words that the matter 
of the death or otherwise of John was 
in His will, that is, in His power, in 
His hand. Not only when, but how each 
shall die is in the hand of God. Look 
agair at those three Scriptures, and this 
truth will be seen. Abraham died in a 
good old age, and in peace. Josiah and 
Peter both died violent deaths, and yet 
God had foretold to each his death. 

A Christian man once told the writer, 
after hearing a sermon on the future 
life, that though he was not afraid to 
die, he had fear as to how he would 
die. Death itself he did not fear, but 
the passage through, he did. I assured 
him that God would take care of that 
matter. Well, God did. This man did 
not even have time to think of his death 
or even the manner of it when it came. 
His times were in the hand of God. So 
are ours. 

David, who said, “My times are in thy 
hand,” knew how to use this truth. When 
his enemies came to take away his life, 
he was able to say, “But i trusted in 
thee.” He was able to trust even when 
others were devising plans to kill him. 
He saw that they would have to get his 
life out of the hand of God; he saw 
that they could not take his life away 
without the permission of God. Such a 
thought is not that of a fatalist, but the 
thought of a man of faith. 

Daniel the prophet knew this truth, 
and how to use it. To King Belshazzar 
he said, “And the God in whose hand 
thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified” (Dan. 
5:23). 

Shall we not remember this Scripture, 
and use it for our comfort and trust? 
“My times are in thy hand.” 

2. “Yea, he loved the people; all his 
saints are in thy hand” (Deut. 33:3). 
These words may be taken by believers 
today. Are we among His saints through 
His Son? Then in a special way we 
are in the hand of God; we are in His 
care, in. His providence, and in His 
power. No one could do anything to 
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the people of God whom He had brought 
out of Egypt unless permitted to do so 
by God Himself. Nothing could harm 
them, no poisonous serpents could bite 
them, except by His authority. This 
world is full of things that could hurt 
and harm, but they must first reach us 
through the hand of God. 


The wise Solomon, who looked at this 
world: as a deep thinker, weighing all 
the various elements in it, and consider- 
ing all the strange anomalies in it, and 
wondering at all the apparent incon- 
sistencies in it, said this in reference to 
the saints: “I considered in my heart 
even to declare all this, that the right- 
eous, and the wise, and their works, are 
in the hand of God” (Eccles. 9:1). As 
he looked at the outward lot of both the 
wicked and the righteous, he saw very 


little difference. Sometimes he saw that’ 


the saints suffered where the wicked 
prospered; sometimes he saw that the 
wicked had all the good things of this 
life while the saints had the evil things. 
This for a while perplexed him, as it 
did also the writer ‘of the Seventy-third 
Psalm. Then he gave his heart to un- 
derstand the matter; then it was that he 
wrote these words. He discovered that 
after all’“the righteous, and the wise, 
and their works, are in the hand of God.” 
He meant that God disposed of the 
events of their lives; that God took 
notice of all their works; and that in 
due time, if not in this world, in the 
next, He would recompense them. He 
meant that the things which happen to 
the saints do not just “happen” to them 
by chance, but that they come to them 
by His permission, and that they are 
arranged by His providence, and guided 
by His wisdom. It is our wisdom to be- 
lieve that, 

The Bible, God’s. great illustration 
book, has many proofs of the fact that 
all His saints are in His hand. Take the 
well-known history of Job. Before you 
have read through the first two chapters 
of that wonderful book, you are taught 
by example, by history, by illustration, 
that the saints are in the hand of God. 
The story of Job is the outstanding illus- 
tration of all time that this is so. Satan 
had to beg permission of God to reach 
Job, and he could do nothing to him 
till that was granted. Listen to this 
complaint of Satan in reference to the 
position of Job, the saint of God: “Hast 
not thou made an hedge about him, and 
about his house, and about all that he 
hath on every side?” (Job 1:10.) Could 
Job have been more thoroughly in the 
hand of God than that? And Satan 
knew it. And all the time of Job’s trial, 
he was in the hand of God, yes, even 
though God did say to Satan, “Behold, 
he is in thine hand”; for right after say- 
ing that, God added, “But save his life,” 
as though, by an irony, God would re- 
mind Satan that even with that conces- 
sion he could do only what God per- 
mitted, 
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The story of the twelfth chapter of 
Acts furnishes another illustration of 
this truth that “all his saints are in thy 
hand.” There we read of two saints of 
God, James and Peter. Both were taker 
prisoner by Herod the king. James was 
very soon martyred, and Peter was saved 
from death. We see the hand of God 
in the deliverance of Peter; we must also 
see it in the martyrdom of James. Indeed, 
both had previously been told by the 
Lord about their deaths by martyrdom. 
(See Matt. 20:23 and John 21:18, 19.) 
God’s time for James had now come, 
but not yet for Peter. Unless we be- 
lieve that both alike were in the hand 
of God, we must be like the heathen 
and say that God was not quick enough 


to save James, but that He acted in time, 


to save Peter. But we do not believe 
that at all. James was just as surely 
in the hand of God as was Peter. 
The next time you are puzzled and 
perplexed by similar happenings, re- 
member these words given by Elihu to 
Job, when Job himself longed to know 
the why and wherefore of his sufferings 
and God’s strange dealings with him, 
“He giveth not account of any of his, 
matters” (Job 33:13). It is enough for 
us to know that “all his saints are in 
thy hand.” 
Hidden in the hollow 
Of His blessed hand, 
Never foe can follow, 
Never traitor stand; 
Not a surge of worry, 
Not a shade of care, 
Not a blast of hurry 
Touch the spirit there. 
—Frances Ridley Havergal. 


(To be continued) 
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A Critique of the New 
Presbyterian Curriculum 


N OCTOBER first, this year, the 

Board of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. will 
ask Presbyterian Sunday schools to adopt 
a new series of Sunday school studies 
entitled “Christian Faith and Life, a 
Program for Church and Home” —the 
product of seven years’ work, ~ It has 
been designated by the 159th General 
Assembly as the official Graded Curricu- 
lum of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. 

Modernism is clearly evident in the 
books and’ quarterlies that are to be 
used by teachers and pupils in this new 
curriculum. Many of the statements con- 
tained therein will tend to confuse the 
pupils, and shake their faith in the lit- 
eral accuracy and verbai inspiration of 
the Bible. 

In its issues of June 26 and July 3 THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times will ‘publish a 
critical study of the new curriculum by 
Prof. Oswald T. Allis, B.D., Ph.D., for- 
merly of Princeton Seminary and for 
seven years professor in the Old Testa- 
ment Departinent at Westminster The- 
ological Seminary, Philadelphia. 
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Between the Testaments 


Glimpses of the background and contents 


of the Apocryphal books 


readers know very little of the stir- 
ring events that followed in rapid 
succession after the days of Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, and of Malachi, who was the last 


[: IS to be regretted that many Bible 


of the Old Testament prophets. From, 


his day until John the Baptist no in- 
spired man arose to speak for God in 
Israel, and no books were added to the 
accepted canon of Holy Scripture. 

We hear sometimes of lost books of 
the Bible, and by these are meant cer- 
tain apocryphal works which, while of 
a religious character, were never ac- 
cepted by the Jews as part of the Word 
of God; nor were they recognized by 
our Lord or His apostles. “The law, 
the prophets, and the psalms” comprise 
the Old Testament. What is known as 
the Apocrypha consists of books written 
by pious Jews during the four hundred 
years when the voice of prophecy was 
silent. These are as follows: 


1 Esdras, which is the Greek form of 
Ezra. This is largely a copy of the book 
of that name in our Bibles, with con- 
siderable added matter of very doubtful 
quality. The book was evidently pro- 
duced in order to impress the educated 
Gentiles with God’s care over the de- 
spised Jew. 


2 Esdras is of an altogether different 
character, and undoubtedly by a differ- 
ent hand. It is a book of strongly apoca- 
lyptic style, consisting chiefly of,a series 
of rapt visions with more or less spir- 
ituality interwoven. The writer evi- 
dently took Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zech- 
ariah as his models, and was one whose 
soul was inflamed by their glorious 
promises of blessing coming upon Israel, 
and fearful denunciations of judgment 
upon the foes of the Chosen People. 
On the other hand, it abounds with in- 
accuracies and statements contradictory 
to the Word of God. 


A Romance Full of Absurdities 


The book Tobit professes to be a 
record of the strange experiences of an 
Israelite of that name, who belonged 
to the tribe of Naphtali, and was among 
those carried away by the Assyrians. 
It is thoroughly unreliable; a religious 
romance, full of absurdities, and yet 
teaching lessons of morality and true 
piety. It is in this book that we find 
an angel called Raphael. The only two 
good angels actually named in Scrip- 
ture are Michael and Gabriel The in- 
cantations and thaumaturgic wonders of 
Tobit make it unworthy of the least 
credit, but add to its interest as an en- 
tertaining literary work. It, no doubt, 
often took the place in a Jewish home 


As the Sunday school lesson dis- 
cussed in this issue is on the subject, 
“From Malachi to Christ,” the Editors 
asked Dr. Ironside to write this spe- 
cial article on the period of 400 years 
between the Old and New Testa- 
ments. The material is taken largely 
from his own book (one of his fifty- 
one published volumes) entitled, 
“Four Hundred Silent Years” (ob- 
tainable from Loizeaux Bros., New 
York 10, paper, 50c; cloth, $1). 








of many of the nursery tales of our own 
day, inculcating strict moral and re- 
ligious principles, with enough admix- 
ture of the-marvelous to hold the atten- 
tion of youth. 


Judith is the story of the deliverance 
of Israel in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
by a Jewish matron, who goes alone into 
the camp of the enemy and gives her- 
self into the power of the heathen gen- 
eral, Holofernes; for his destruction. 


When he becomes completely enamored ~ 


of her wisdom and beauty, she takes 
him at a disadvantage &nd, while he 
sleeps, with his own sword she smites 
off his head. Whether there be any truth 
in the story or not, it is now impossible 
to say; but Judith has ever since been 
regarded as a national heroine, and her 
conduct viewed as on a very exalted 
level. Yet she deceives Holofernes, and 
does not hesitate to do evil that good 
may come, though preserving her own 
body inviolate, 

With the exception of 1 Maccabees, the 
book of Judith is the finest narrative- 
work of the Apocrypha. 

The omission of the name of God in 
the canonical Book of Esther caused it 
long to be questioned by the: devout, 
who did not understand the divine rea- 
son for this. Hence we have in “The 
rest of the chapters of the Book of 
Esther, which are found neither in the 
Hebrew nor in the Chaldee,” an effort to 
correct this. But it is a blundering at- 
tempt by a blundering scribe to improve 
God’s perfect work. One only needs to 
read the inspired Book of Esther, and 
then this marred human document, to 
observe the difference between God- 
breathed Scriptures and man-made imi- 
tation, 


Uninspired Books of Wisdom 


The next two books in the Apocrypha 
are to be classed in an altogether dif- 
ferent category. They are among the 
finest specimens of uninspired wisdom 
literature, and are worthy of being 
ranged with the Discourses of Epictetus, 


’ By H. A. IRONSIDE, Litt.D. 


the Morals of Marcus Aurelius, and the 
Essays of Bacon, though they are greatly 
inferior to the inspired Book of Proverbs, 


The Wisdom of Solomon is an anony- 
mous work to which the great king’s 
name is attached in the title. It is not 
of quite so high an order as the book 
that follows it, but is, nevertheless, of 
great value. The companion record is 
called: 


The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach, 
or Ecclesiasticus. It is generally con- 
ceded that this choice collection of prov- 
erbs and wise sayings is, as it professes 
to be, the production of Jesus (the Greek 
form of Joshua) the son of Sirach, who 
lived in the land “almost after all the 
prophets,” and who has here embodied 
the sound instruction he received as a 
youth from his grandfather Jesus, who 
wrote in Hebrew, and died, “leaving this 
book almost perfected.” The grandson 
translated, edited, and arranged it, mak-~ 
ing no claim to inspiration; he gent it 
forth hoping thereby to edify his nation, 
confessing his liability to error, but crav- 
ing an unbiased reading of the work he 
had prepared in Greek from the Hebrew 
records left by the elder Jesus. The 
date given is in the years of Ptolemy 
Euergetes; and the praise of Simon the 
Just, in chapter ‘50, shows that the writer 
lived during his pontificate. 


No Evidence for the Author of Baruch 


It will be remembered by Bible stu- 
dents that Jeremiah had a servant named 
Baruch. He it is who is presumed to 
be the author of the book of Baruch, 
the next in order. But there is no evi- 
dence that such was really the case. It 
is a work of little worth. The last chap- 
ter (6) professes to be “The Epistle of 
Jeremiah,” written to the captives who 
were about to be led away to Babylon 
by Nebuchadnezar. It is of a much 
less elevated order than the authentic 
writings of “the Weeping Prophet.” 

There are three tales which were 
added to the Book of Daniel, and are 
given in order in the next section of 
the Apocrypha. The first is entitled: 


The Song of the Three Holy Children, 
and was added after the twenty-third 
verse of the third chapter of Daniel. It 
pretends to give the song that the three 
Hebrew young men sang as they walked 
unhurt in the fiery furnace, and 1s of 
value as preserving the character of 
Jewish piety in the days we have been 
considering. 


The History of Susanna was published 
as a preface to the canonical prophecy 
(Continued on page 531) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





N THE Hebrew Lutheran, attention is 
I called by Miss Agnes Waldstein to 

the deeper significance of the phrase 
in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be thy 
name.” It does not imply merely respect, 
nor is it a mere bow of courtesy. “In He- 
brew, Kiddush ha-shem, is an awe-in- 
spiring phrase, something by which the 
Jew is reminded of the tremendous 
power of God, of His unfailing judg- 
ment, His unfathomable perfection; but 
not less of His goodness, constant help 
in the trials of His people and His faith- 
fulness. 

“Because of all these implications, 
Kiddush ha-shem, the hallowing of the 
name, the unknown name of God, has 
also an active meaning. It is the phrase 
which is used for the death of martyrs. 
The Jew’s duty is to hallow God’s name 
by dying for it, to give everything and 
hold back nothing, in order that God’s 
name may be praised. Kiddush ha-shem 
embodies the greatest demand on the be- 
lieving Jew and the greatest joy which 
is his’in fulfilling it. 

“Thus, when our Lord taught His dis- 
ciples this prayer of all prayers, He be- 
gan with words which to His hearers 
meant that a demand for their whole 
was being made by the only one who had 
a right to make such demands. If we 
place this interpretation upon it, what 
enormous power and weight the Lord’s 
prayer receives. 

“The Jewish meaning of Kiddush ha- 
shem, when accepted for the Christian 
prayer, throws its light also on the re- 
quests following: ‘Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done.’ This Kingdom will 
come, but we must die for it. We are 
bound to the Kingdom and its King by 
a loyalty that must prove itself by a 
preparedness for death. Just as we see 
soldiers ready to give their lives for their 
country, so we learn from Kiddush ha- 
shem that the Kingdgm we hope and 
pray for needs our complete surrender 
fo the one who rules it.” 


“Preached in all the world,” and “hated 
among all nations,” with accompanying 
maltreatment — that seems to be the pro- 
gram of the Gospel down through the 
ages. Every land is called to give this 
witness. The Rangoon Diocesan Gazette 
(quoted in the English Churchman) tells 
of the sufferings of Burmese Christians 
at the hands of Japanese invaders: 

John Ah Mya and twenty others were 
for five months confined in a place so re- 
stricted that they could never all lie down 
together. Their food was given to them 
on a single platter, and they had to 
scramble for it. Herded together, they 
prayed and worshiped, praying for each 
of their guards in turn “until they 


brought light into bitter and darkened 
faces.” 

One Karen minister was strung up from 
the roof by his wrists: In his agony he 
remembered the words of Archbishop 
Cranmer, when he thrust his hand into 
the flame, and determined to show a 
like spirit and to betray neither British 
nor Karens nor his Master. As he hung 
from the roof he was belabored for two 
hours by Japanese, one on each side, 
armed with stout cudgels. Dripping 
with perspiration, he was made to kneel 
on sharpened sticks, but was spared exe- 
cution, one of his repentant tormentors 
saying finally, “From henceforth I am 
the pupil; you are the master.” Another 
ardent Buddhist, in asking for confirma- 
tion, ascribed his conversion to the cour- 
age and peace exhibited by two Bur- 
mese Christian girls as they faced a 
violent and horrible death. 

Mr. Arie Kok has told how the Jap- 
anese tortured others: “They flayed 
them alive. They took big German 
police dogs, starved them for several 
days, and then let these dogs loose on 
those who refused ‘to co-operate.’ They 
even buried people alive, filling up the 
grave little by little till. the earth 
reached their mouths. Then, if they still 
refused, they covered them entirely. 


The Algiers Mission Band’s founding 
was described by Miss Trotter: “We 
were three to begin the work, none with 
health enough to survive a medical ex- 
amination, none knowing a single soul 
in the country or a word of the language, 
but only that we ought to go thither. 
Really, if God needed the weak things 
He had them.” Yet forty years of ardu- 
ous service followed, with all the marks 
of an apostolate, peril of wilderness, 
journgeyings often, labor, and watchings. 

This witness to Mohammedans was a 
witness to them world over. The liter- 
ature produced has reached sixty-seven 
numbers, in addition to much translation 
of Scripture. Miss Trotter’s “Seven Se- 
crets of the Way of God,” written espe- 
cially for Moslem mystics, has had a 
wide and influential circulation; also 
her “Parables for Moslems.” A consid- 
erable part of the colportage of Scrip- 
ture and Christian literature in North 
Africa has been carried on by the Al- 
giers Mission Band, from time to. time 
entailing long journeys. 

And this work has been chiefly done 
by single women, Miss Trotter, Miss 


Perkin, Miss May, Miss Nash, Miss. 


Wood, Mlle. Butticaz, Miss Haworth, 
Miss Russell, M. and Mme. Lull, and M. 
and Mme. Nicoud. Christians should 
glory in this apostolate of women and 
help to continue it, 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Significant is the present-day deter- 
mination of awakened Christians to take 
the Gospel to untouched areas. Miss 
Rapson and Miss Swan at Demnat, Mo- 
rocco, have their eyes on the Berbers of 
North Africa, in Lybia, throughout. the 
Atlas Mountains, on the edge of the Sa- 
hara, and down to Lake Chad in West 
Africa. No one has lived and worked 
among the Berbers, using Shilha for 
preaching. A small American society 
has recently been formed with the aim 
of evangelizing this people in the Middle 
Atlas. The South Morocco Mission and 
Brethren missionaries are working 
nearer the South-West coast. In Dem- 
nat is a priceless opportunity for pioneer 
work in the High Atlas. The Berbers 
come of a race early Christianized but 
forced into Mohammedanism. St, Au- 
gustine was a Berber. In an attempt 
to evangelize them in the thirteenth 
century, Raymond Lull was stoned, 

Again! Miss Estella Myers of the 
Brethren Church Mission in the Ubangi- 
Shari region, French Equatorial Africa, 
tells of a fierce and stubborn tribe, the 
Pana, living in the mountains of the 
hinterland. Although they opposed all 
intruders, a successful break into their 
remote fastnesses was made by Miss 
Myers and Miss Grace Byron. Initial 
efforts were without much success, In 
1946 Miss Myers again made an evange- 
listic attempt. This time the reception 
was amazing, the people being eager for 
instrucfion. A veritable movement 
toward Christ appears to be well started, 
and the whole atmosphere is changing. 
Thus a tribal collection has been made 
to send two promising new Pana Chris- 
tians to the training school at Bozoum, 
and the Pana say that if the Karré tribe 
will help them learn the Gospel they 
will carry it on to the Bouné tribe be- 
yond them. It takes about a month to 
master the reading charts which have 
been prepared in Pana. In less than a 
year later they will be able to read the 


-New Testament. 


Notice that all these indomitable pi- 
oneers are single women! 


In French West Africa, again, back 
of Dakar, Mr. and Mrs, Arthur E, Wil- 
son, Assemblies of God missionaries 
from Terre Haute, Ind., have translated 
the New Testament into the Moré lan- 
guage, which is spoken by two million 
Mossis in that French colony. Five thou- 
sand copies have recently been sent 
thither — the fruit of years of laborious 
effort. They were received with great 
éclat, the Emperor himself accepting a 
copy as also his four leading ministers, 
and the people exhibiting the greatest 
enthusiasm. A church of some two thou- 
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sand Christians has already been gath- 
ered by these missionaries of the Assem- 
blies of God. When Mr. Wilson, a 
number of years ago, finished his trans- 
lation of Mark’s Gospel, he mimeo- 
. graphed it and distributed copies. Those 
who could read studied it all day and 
into the following night until the morn- 
ing cock crew. 

As a last illustration, let me mention 
the evangelized of the West Indies which 
is now going on. The Prairie Bible 
Institute in Alberta has wonderful mis- 
sions in Haiti and Cuba and is reaching 
out to Martinique and Guadaloupe. 
Ernest Tetreaux, converted French Can- 
adian, is evangelizing Santa Lucia. The 
Pilgrim Holiness Church is working not 
only in Jamaica but in the smaller 
islands, such as Antigua, Barbuda, Mont- 
serrat, Nevis, and St. Kitts. They have 
superintendents of work on Barbados, 
Trinidad; and in British Guiana. On the 
Grand. Cayman, an island northwest of 
Jamaica, they have established a school 
for the rather backward. people there. 


A report of the British Bible Society 
on conditions in.Poland runs counter to 
the stories of repression which appear 
in the daily press. The reporter, Mr. 
A. L. Haig, writes: 

“The government seeks to base its 
treatment of the churches on the prin- 
ciple of equality of rights for all re- 
ligious bodies. It has, for instance, rec- 
ognized the Methodists and Baptists as 
churches, a status they did not have 
under Roman Catholic Polish Govern- 
ments. I heard no complaint of any 
hindrance by the government to religious 
activities. On the contrary, they appear 
to do all they can to help. In Warsaw 
I visited the director of the religious 
section of the Ministry of Administra- 
tion. He was most cordial, and promised 
to be present at the official opening of 
our new [Bible] depot. He assured us 
that there would be no hindrance to our 
employing colporteurs in all parts of Po- 
land, and promised us his help, should 
any difficulty arise. - 

“Another opportunity for the wider 
circulation of the Bible may come from 
the new bookshops the government is 
_ setting up in many country districts to 
interest the peasantry in books. We are 
assured that the Bible will be one of the 
books which may be put on sale. Here 
is a new way of reaching country peo- 
ple, and our superintendent is eager to 
seize it as soon as he has sufficient stocks, 
The Bible Society has a greater oppor- 
tunity for circulating the Word in needy 
Poland than for generations.” 

Poland has in the past been called 
“the Spain of Eastern Europe”; this be- 
cause of its intolerant Romanism. Let 
us hope that its emancipation from papal- 
ism may soon be followed by the free- 
ing of Spain itself, 

This report is confirmed from press 
dispatches. A recent Polish Govern- 
ment decree has removed all religious 
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restrictions against Christian sects, pre- 
viously existing. The Moravian Breth- 
ren, much opposed formerly, are now a 
recognized religious body. What is more 
striking is that the Mariavites and Old 
Catholics who have come out of Rome 
and are constantly opposing Romanism 
are also freed. This is a great affront 
to the Vatican in a land where ninety 
per cent of the people are Roman Cath- 
olic. 

The reply of Rome has been to organ- 
ize great pilgrimages of the faithful to 
various shrines such as that of Czestoch- 
owa, where, in one week, a hundred 
thousand pilgrims, mostly factory work- 
ers from Lodz, filed past the images. 
The result of such tactics has been to 
empty whole factories for days, and the 
government is sharply rebuking the 
sabotage. The conflict will probably lead 
to a Kulturkampf of large proportions, 
the Polish authorities now considering 
the confiscation of church lands amount- 
ing to hundreds of thousands of acres 
and their distribution among needy peas- 
ants. The influence of the priest in the 
schools is largely broken, having passed 
to lay leaders and teachers. 

When Premier Cyrankiewicz rebuked 
the Catholic clergy for their political 
interferences, the whole Diet broke out 
in applause, with the exception of a few 
members of the Peasant Party. 

Word comes, too, from Hungary that 
all distinctions between state and free 
churches are being set aside, so 
that Baptists, Methodists, Adventists, 
Plymouth Brethren, and Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses are being relieved of all legal 
disabilities, 


The Cape Verde Islands in the Atlantic 
are having a wonderful revival wherein 
the Nazarene mission is leading. At the 
opening of a new central building a 
thousand people were present, and 1,200 
young people attended the service when 
a Portuguese Protestant, Sr. José Freire 
preached. Even priests have been cpn- 
verted.. Mr. Freire went from island 
to island, often in stormy seas, but every- 
where he was welcomed by the inhabi- 
tants. The governor of the islands re- 
ceived him most graciously, and in a 
two-hour conversation confided to him 
that he read the Bible daily. 

The Lisbon Tract House publishes a 
Gospel paper which goes, in an edition 
of 12,000, not only over Portugal but 
to the Azores, Madeira, Cape Verde, San 
Tomé, Portuguese Guinea, Brazil, An- 
gola, Mozambique, Goa, Macao, and 
Timor—the old colonial empire of 
Portugal. An earnest Portuguese Chris- 
tian pilot proposes a new method of 
evangelism, namely, the dropping of 
thousands of tracts from the air over 
the villages and country towns of 
Portugal. Each would bear an invita- 
tion to apply for a copy of one of the 
Gospels. He would volunteer if the 
tracts. were provided, together with the 
hire of a plane. 
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Notes From Spain.—The Basques of 
Northern Spain, although fanatical, are, 
according to Mr. Curiés; disposed*to re- 
ceive the Gospel in their own tongue. 
Three Gospels have been translated into 
standard Basque, and a Gospel each into 
certain Basque dialects as Biscayan and 
Navarrese. They are described by him 
as a noble people, clean and sincere. 

Mr. Tornadijo of the Spanish Christian 
Mission reports: “On September 2lst, 
while we were holding our service in 
the church of Granollers, twenty-five 
men with guns came into the hall, closed 
the doors, and started to beat and kick 
those attending the meeting. The service 
was being led by one of our young min- 
isters from Tarrasa, who will be per- 
manently deaf as a result of blows re- 
ceived.” ; 

The Roman Catholic authorities are 
to have complete veto power over all 
films, whether produced iy Spain or else- 
where, according to new censorship reg- 
ulations. 

In spite of restrictions and persecution, 
an article in Aurore tells us, the situa- 
tion in Spain has never been more favor- 
able to the preaching of the Gospel. The 
people feel themselves deceived by both 
governmegt and church, and are looking 
for help elsewhere. The Protestant 
churches in Madrid are filled, and pa- 
tors preach without bothering them- 
selves too much with the police stationed 
about to observe them. In Cadiz, Xeres, 
Malaga, Seville churches are crowded. 
Young people are active in aiding the 
pastors and distributing literature. Same 
story from Saragossa, Barcelona, and the 
towns of Catalonia. ‘“‘Thus Spanish Prot- 
estantism, after passing through a very 
difficult period, is more than ever alive.” 

Which probably explains the denun- 
ciations from Spanish Catholic Action 
and the inflammatory appeals of Car- 
dinal Segura of Seville to exterminate 
ruthlessly Protestant mission work. The 
recent attacks on churches, both Eng- 
lish and Spanish, which wrecked furni- 
ture, broke windows, destroyed hymn 
and prayer books, were carried out by 
so-called ‘“Traditionalists,” who left be- 
hind circulars on which Segura’s incite- 
ments were printed. 


Unitarian Notes.—Joseph Cook’s Mon- 
day Lectures were delivered in Boston, 
the one-time capital city of Unitarian- 
ism, and were in defense of the Gospel 
against Unitarianism. I went occasion- 
ally to them, and, indeed, Mr. Cook was 
a family friend. Even at that early time, 
the Unitarian infection was creeping into 
Congregationalism, and Mr. Cook op- 
posed its influence on Congregationalist 
missions at the annual meetings of the 
American Board, being himself a Con- 
gregationalist minister. ‘I think this ex- 
plains why, when he left a fund to be 
used for the defense of the Gospel in 
Japan and India, he designated it rather 
to the Presbyterian Board than to the 
mission organization of his own church 
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—the Presbyterian Board at that time 
being unalterably loyal. 
For this reason, the action of the pres- 


ent Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board 
in sending ex-President Coffin of Union 
Seminary to the Asiatic churches under 
the terms of Mr, Cook’s will seems in- 
defensitle. Dr. Coffin has gone too far 
in denial to have taken the commission, 
and one is surprised that he should have 
done so. He thinks belief in the virgin 
birth of Christ a matter of little concern, 
and himself does not apparently hold to 
it. Nor does he believe the “theory” 
that “God pardons sinners because Christ 
purchased that pardon by his obedience 
and sufferings,’ the very heart of the 
Gospel, 

A protest might well be heard in the 
night’s stillness from Joseph Cook's 
grave in Ticonderoga, N. Y. 

Corliss Lament is son of Thomas La- 
mont, Morgan partner, and grandson of 

_a Methodist preacher. He himself is 
Communist, with all that that implies 
of unbelief. Now he is_ publishing, 
through the (Unitarian) Beacon Press of 
Boston, “A Humanist Funeral Service” 
“to meet the need of those families who 
can no longer accept the old supernatu- 
ral ceremonies centering aréwnd death.” 


So there are bezboiniki (the Russian 


“godless”) who need comforting, yet 
who cannot accept the  Ninetieth 
Psalm, the eleventh of John, the fif- 


teenth of First Corinthians, the fourth 
of First Thessalonians. Does Mr, La- 
mont really think he can provide an ade- 
quate substitute for the God of all com- 
fort and His words? 

And the Unitarian official press prints 
it. Cne should remember this when they 
again attempt to break into Christian 
organizations, 

The rector of St. Kevin’s, Dublin, not- 
ing that the Roman Church holds lec- 
ures from time to time at Blackrock 
College with a question time at which 
lunch and tea are provided, the purpose 
being to enlighten Protestants regarding 
Roman Catholic teaching, himself insti- 
tuted courses of sermons on Protestant- 
ism for Roman Catholic inquirers, one in 
January, another in June. 


“In each case there were four sermons 
dealing with Penance, Purgatory, Trans- 
substantiation, Catholic Action, the 
Legion of Mary, and so on. On each 
occasion Roman Catholics were present. 
Care was taken to explain each time 
that, as the Roman Catholic Church 
sought to put her case to our people at 
sBlackrock College from time to time, we 
wanted to do the same. We wanted to 
speak the truth in love, and would avoid 
ridicule and mere argument. No pres- 
sure would be used, and we offered to 
lend books or have personal talks with 
those who asked for them. 

“Among those who preached was Dr. 
Casella, one time high official at the 
Vatican, now a clergyman of the Church 
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of Ireland in Ulster. When he spoke 
on the Confessional, and gave an ac- 
count of his own experiences, the church 
was packed, people sitting on the chan- 
cel steps and along the communion rails, 
in the vestry, porches, and organ room. 

“Some who prefer ‘peace at any price,’ 
even at the expense of hiding the truth, 
were a little uneasy. One or two Quis- 
lings appeared, and said their say. On 
the whole, however, there is no doubt 
that this is a method of evangelism that 
is badly needed in Eire today. 

“To those who would engage in it I 
would suggest several months of quiet 
praying and thinking, a good choice of 
subjects, well-directed advertising to 
bring Roman Catholics in, the avoid- 
ance of argument and bitterness, and an 
absolute dependence on the Holy Spirit. 
Nothing but good will then result from 
such ‘controversial evangelism.’ Once or 
twice a year is often enough to start 
with.” 


The American Tract Society issues as 
an evangelical tract a statement of Dr. 
L. P. Jack, a lifelong Unitarian and edi- 
tor of the free-thinking Hibbert Journal, 
Dr. Jack was trained in Oxford, Harvard, 
and Goettingen. In or about 1910, when 
he had reached fifty, he determined to 
make a fresh examination of the New 
Testament, considering it not as a collec- 
tion of fragments but as a unit, and this 
is what he discovered. His statement 
occurs in “The Confession of an Octo- 
genarian,” published in 1941 by Macmil- 
lan: : 

“I would try to read without spectacles 
of one tint or another, and not in frag- 
ments but”’a whole book, Epistle, or 
Gospel, at a sitting. In this way I should 
be more likely te get a right impression 
of what it was all about. 

“The central theme of the New Testa- 
ment, as it emerged before me in the 
course of this reading, is immortality — 
not the immortality of anybody and 
everybody, but of the believer in Christ 
as risen from the dead. This theme I 
found everywhere present, both in Epis- 
tles and Gospels, either on the surface 
or beneath it; sometimes in the fore- 
ground, with the full light upon it, as 
in 1 Corinthians 15; sometimes in the 
middle distance; sometimes in the back-. 
ground. But its presence, whether in 
one position or another, always unifying, 
holding the parts together and making 
of the New Testament a unitary whole. 

“This was my discovery of the New 
Testament as essentially and organically 
one, which it had never been for me be- 
fore ... The whole of the New Testa- 
ment seemed to me covered, explained, 
and held together by the saying, ‘If 
Christ be not risen [from the dead], 
then is our preaching vain’... nota 
biography of Jesus, which it was never 
intended to be, but the Gospel, the good 
news, which it professes to be — the Gos- 
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pel of the saving Christ, the risen Son 
of God. . . . Eliminate the resurrection 
from the dead and you deprive the Gos- 
pels, one and all, of their motif and 
unifying purpose. They would then cease 
to be Gospels and become collections of 
more or less edifying matter for which 
it would be hard to find a specific 
name.” 


“Wide Open Doors,” report of the 
China Inland Mission, expresses the sit- 
uation in China. Among the notes are 
some regarding Tibet: 


“Mr. Tarrant of Sinkang tells of evan- 
gelistic meetings among Tibetans. Each 
night for a week the church was packed 
with folk who came to see the slides on 
the life of our Lord and to listen to the 
Gospel messages. Mrs. Cunningham 
speaks Tibetan and is witnessing among 


Tibetan women, few of whom can read.: 


No one seems concerned about them.” 


Mrs. Kraft, also of Kangting, tells of 
Miss Liu. “She is a true Spirit-filled 
young Chinese woman who has for a 
number of years felt the call to work 
among Tibetans. 
her time is spent studying Tibetan. She 
has already taken her first examination, 
and made 98 per cent. She has a great 
burden for these unreached people.” 


Soldiers and students who were, be- 
fore the war, the hardest classes to 
reach are now the most accessible. 


J. H. Kane, writing from North Anh- 
wei, says: “The more I see of the work 
in these parts, the more I marvel. It is 
like a wild vine growing all over the 
place in spite of our efforts to train it 
in certain directions. In the fifth dis- 
trict, ten new outstations were added 
while I was on furlough !” 


But of the Communists in North China 
one has to report unbelievable cruelty 
on their country people, worse even 
than the Japanese inflicted. “One eye- 
witness describes seeing long lines of 
captives, each with a wire thrust through 
the thick skin of the throat, which wire 
was attached to that of the man in front 
of him, and all led off much as one might 
lead a camel caravan.” 


Brief Notes 


A college pastor reports students giv- 
ing their religious affiliations. The most 
novel was “Prodistant,” a variant spell- 
ing for Protestant presumably, and per- 
haps also an unconscious confession of 
the student that he was “pro,” or in 
favor of, but “distant” in the practice 
of his faith. 


Since 1931 Portuguese evangelicals 
have held a convention, for spiritual 
edification at the beginning of October 
each year. The place of meeting has 
been in Carrascal near the lovely Sintra 
hills, and the number gathered last year 
was eighty-six. 
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Between the Testaments 
(Continued from page 527) 


of Daniel. Shylock’s exclamation, “A 
Daniel come to judgment!” upon listen- 
ing to Portia’s wisdom, finds its explana- 
tion here. It tells the story of the at- 
tempt of two lecherous elders, first to 
rob a young Jewish wife of her virtue, 
and upon being repulsed successfully, to 
blackmail the object of their vile but 
defeated purpose. Daniel, a mere youth, 
appears upon the scene, and by examin- 
ing each of the villains separately, causes 
them to contradict one another in such 
a way as to establish both the innocence 
of Susanna and their own wickedness. 
The third tale was added at the end 
of Daniel, and is called, The History of 
the Destruction of Bel and the Dragon. 
It is a wonder-tale, akin to that of Tobit, 
telling of a test made by Daniel and the 
Babylonians as to the power of the god 
Bel, and a great dragon who was over- 
come by Daniel through a mixture of 
pitch, fat, and hair, which he thrust 
into the creature’s mouth. One cannot 
fail to see in the whole foolish story 
the influence of Chaldean superstition 
as to charms and magical preparations 
on the mind of the writer. The miracles 
of the Bible are always of a serious, 
sober character, serving an important 
or useful purpose. They are never mere 
works of power, startling and bewilder- 
ing with no moral motive. It is other- 
wise with the counterfeited signs of 
Satan’s emissaries and with the won- 
der-works told in uninspired legends, 
such as that related in this unhistoric 
history of “Bel and the Dragon.” 


The Prayer of Manasses purports to 
be the contrite supplication of Manasseh, 
the son of Hezekiah, upon his repent- 
ance. It is wholly fanciful, but interest- 
ing as giving an insight into Jewish 
piety. 

1 Maccabees is a historical record of 
the wars of the Jews from the death of 
Alexander the Great to the pontificate of 
Simon the brother of Judas Maccabeus, 
It is from this book that our knowledge 
of the Jewish wars of independence has 
been mostly drawn. The style is vigor- 
ous and intensely dramatic, carrying 
the reader from scene to scene with 
unabated interest. As a testimony to 
the unfailing care of Jehovah for His 
people, even when suffering under His 
hand because of their sins, and His 
ready grace meeting them the moment 


-they confess their iniquities and seek 


His face, the book is of great value. Yet 
the history makes no claim to divine 
inspiration. Who the author is, it is 
now impossible to say; but he was evi- 
dently a sincere lover of Israel and Is- 
rael’s God. 

2 Maccabees is much less reliable, 
though of great interest. It is a strange 
commingling of sober history and un- 
trustworthy legend. The book is valued 
by the Roman Church because of its 
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apparent endorsement of the unscrip- 
tural custom of offering prayers for the 
dead. In chapter 12:43-45, Judas Mac- 
cabeus is said to have offered a sin- 
offering for the dead, and made thereby 
a reconciliation for them that they might 
be delivered from sin. Whatever may 
have been in the mind of Judas, his act 
has no Scriptural sanction. 


There are two other books known as 
Third and Fourth Maccabees, which were 
not included in the received Apocrypha 
by the Council of Trent, though it is 
declared by some that they were omitted 
by mistake. The first is fragmentary 
and legendary; the second, a lengthy, 
religious novel, 

Other literary remains there are which 
were long valued by the Jews, but are 
now seldom read, and some completely 
lost; as, for instance, the Book of Enoch; 
the Secrets of Enoch; the Book of Jubi- 
lees; Testaments of the Twelve Patri- 
archs; Psalms of Solomon; Sibylline 
Oracles; Assumption of Moses; the 
Apocalypse of Elijah; the Apocalypse 
of Zephaniah, and some others, of 
which early Christian Fathers make 
mention, but which are no longer extant, 








Song in the Night 
By Edith M. Gunderson 


IS song—His song shall be with 
me ! — 
In the darkness and gloom of thé night, 
When vainly I seek for slumber 
As the weary hours take flight; 
My heart shall rejoice at the sound of 
His voice, 
And the darkness shall melt into light! 


His song — His song shall be with me! — 
Its sweetness, its beauty so rare 
Shall fill all my soul with deep wonder 
That for me — that for me He should 
care; 
And with rapture divine that this bliss 
should be mine: 
To hear His sweet accents so fair! 


His song —His song shall be with me!— 
Not mine —for too oft I am ill 

With sinfulness, weakness, or sorrow; 
I need to do naught but be still 

And listen to Him, as each corner so dim 
Of my room, He with beauty doth fill! 


His song — His song shall be with me ! — 
When past are the earth and the sky, 
And when, in His glory and beauty, 
With joy I behold Him on high. 
He in triumph shall sing — by Redeemer 
and King — 
Whilst ages of gladness go by! 


Dear Saviour, I love Thee! I love Thee! 
For the hope of that glory so bright; 
But now—even now I would praise 
Thee, 
’Ere the dawn of eternity’s light: 
That such grace should be Thine !— And 
such privilege mine 
As to hear Thy sweet song in the 
night ! 
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so far as is now known. Some of these 
were begun during the days of the As- 
moneans, and only completed in the 
Christian Era; thus partaking of a mixed 
Jewish and Christian coloring. The 
Sybilline Oracles and the Book of Enoch 
are of this character. 

It is a significant fact that in all the 
long years of the four silent centuries 
we have had before us, not so much as 
a psalm or any other literary product 
has come down to us that is worthy to 
be compared with the precious treasures 
of the Old Testament. Some, it is true, 
have attempted to assign Maccabean 
dates to some of the books of the 
prophets and to several of the more 
recent psalms, but their guesswork the- 
ories are of no real value, and there 
can be little doubt that all were writ- 
ten when the last line of Malachi had 
been penned. The canon of the Jewish 
Scriptures was then complete. No desul- 
tory fragments were to be added in after 
years. When again the prophetic voice 
should be heard it would be to announce 
the coming of Him who was the object 
and theme of “all the Scriptures,” and 
whose adverit in grace would be the 


occasion for the production of a New 


Testament completing the written revela- 
tion of God to man. The two volumes 
are the work of the one Spirit, whose 
delight it was to take of the things of 
Christ and show them unto us (John 
16:15). 

It is interesting, and from an educa- 
tional standpoint profitable, to familiar- 
ize oneself with these strange and an- 
cient volumes; but all are as darkness 
itself when contrasted with the clear 
light that shines from the Sacred Oracles, 
the Holy Scriptures, given by inspira- 
tion of God for the furnishing of the 
man of God unto all good works; of 
which it is written (Psa. 119:89): 


“For ever, O Lord, 
Thy word is settled in heaven.” 


Reprints of the Hymn 
“This Earthly House” 


N THE May 1, 1948, issue of THe Sun- 

DAY SCHOOL TIMEs both the words and 
music of a new hymn, “This Earthly 
House,” were printed. The four stanzas 
were selected from seven of an original 
poem by Miss Beth Coombe Harris that 
was printed earlier in the Times (No- 
vember 15, 1947). The musical setting 
and a chorus were prepared by Mr. 
Grant Colfax Tullar, the composer of 
many well-known hymns, including 
“Face to Face With Christ My Saviour.” 

Doubtless many Times readers will 
want a copy of this fine ‘new hymn suit- 
able for placing in hymn books or Gos- 
pel song books. With this in view, a 
double-page reprint of “This Earthly 
House” has been made available. It is 
so arranged that it can be folded’and 


(Continued on page 541) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. JUNE 27. FROM MALACHI TO CHRIST 


Daniel 2:31-45, 8; 11; Malachi 3:1-5,; 4; Luke 1:67-79; 2:25-33; John 10:22, 23, printed text, Malachi 3:1-5, 


4:1, 2, 5, 6; 


f 


uke 1: 76-79 


Golden Text.—Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people.—Luke 1:68 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mal. 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall 
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like 
fullers’ soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lorp an offering in righteousness. 

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
unto the Lorp, as in the days of old, and as in former years, 

5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a 
swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith 
the Lorp of hosts. 


Chap. 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 


stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
Lorp of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and 
grow up as Calves of the stall. 


5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lorp: 

6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse. 


Luke 1:76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
his ways; 

77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the 
remission of their sins, 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the day- 
spring from on high hath visited us, 

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


The Lesson a a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ALACHI, the last of the prophets 
M until the coming of John the 

Baptist, was raised up of God to 
sound a clarion call to the returned rem- 
nant of Judah, following the rebuilding 
program of Zerubbabel — and Nehemiah, 
with a view to exercising the hearts and 
consciences of the people as to their 
actual spiritual condition. It was very 
evident that while there had been con- 
siderable concern for God’s glory among 
the fathers who returned from Babylon 
and Persia to the land of Palestine, there 
had been a steady decline of spirituality 
and positive righteousness among their 
children in the years that followed. This 
is something that has been duplicated 
again and again in the history of the 
professed people of the Lord. It: was 
true after the conquest of Canaan (Josh. 
24:31). It has been manifested down 
through the centuries of church history. 
Every new revival movement has been 
characterized by a return to God and 
His Word, often at great cost. But in- 
variably there has been a decline in the 
piety and unworldliness of those in suc- 
ceeding generations who were, one might 
say, born into a place of privilege and 
had not known what it was to suffer 
and sacrifice for the truth’s sake. So it 
had been with those who succeeded the 
heroic men and women who obeyed the 
call of God to return to the land and 
its desolate cities, to rebuild the Temple 
and the walls of Jerusalem. Those who 
followed after them settled down into a 
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careless formalism, from which they 
were summoned to reality by the solemn 
voice of tke Prophet Malachi, and four 
hundred years later by John the Baptist. 


The Historical Setting 


We know nothing of Malachi’s family, 
nor any of the facts of his life. All that 
is recorded is this prophecy of four chap- 
ters. His name means “my messenger.” 
It is the Hebrew for an “angel.” Some 
have thought it a title rather than a 
name, but this seems unlikely. It is 
evident that he prophesied after the days 
of Nehemiah, when the early devotion of 
the returned Jews had declined greatly 
and worldliness and cold formality. had 
become characteristic. 

Luke, the author of the third Gosp€l 
and of the Book of Acts, was a physician 
and possibly a Gentile, or else a Jew 
of the dispersion. 


Verse by Verse 


Mal. 3:1.—“I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before 
me.” This prophecy was fulfilled liter- 
ally over four centuries later, when 
John the Baptist appeared (Mark 1:2) in 
the spirit and power of Elijah (Matt. 
17:10-13) as the preparer of Messiah’s 
way. It is Christ Himself who is before 
us in the rest of the verse, “the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple.” Jesus Christ came as the 
messenger of the New Covenant. The 
word “angel” is another translation. He 
is the angel of the Covenant, ; 

Verse 2.—“Who may abide the day o 
his coming?” Few would be ready for 
the appearing of the Lord because He 
came, not as a great world-monarch, 
but as a sifter of the hearts of men, to 
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call them away from their sins and their 
follies and to purify them, that they 
might serve God in holiness and right- 
eousness. 


Verse 3.—“He shall sit as a refiner of 
silver.” As a refiner of silver melts the 
metal over a roaring flame and frees the 
holten mass from all impurity until it 
perfectly reflects his own countenance, 
so does our blessed Lord cause or permit 
His chosen ones to endure fiery trials, 
that the dross may be separated from 
the precious. metal and His own char- 
acter reproduced in them, so that as His 
holy priests, the spiritual sons of Levi, 
they may offer to him a pure worship, 
in separation from all that is unright- 
eous. 


Verse 4—“Then shall the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto 
the Lord.” When Israel shall be puri- 
fied from their uncleanness and brought 
to know the Lord as their own Saviour 
and Redeemer, they will worship God, 
no longer in a merely formal way, but 
in spirit and in truth. 


Verse 5.—“I will come near to you in 
judgment.” Before fullness of blessing 
comes to the Chosen Nation, the Lord 
will deal with those who persist in their 
sins and rebellion, thus separating a 
remnant to Himself, after the apostate 
mass has been devoted to judgment. 


Chap. 4:1—“The day cometh, that 
shall burn as an oven.” The day of the 
Lord is here referred to, when at the 
second advent of their Messiah the pre- 
dicted judgment will be poured out upon 
those who shall refuse to own His 
authority and so persist in their sins to 
the end. 
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Verse 2.—‘Unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with 


healing in his wings.” It is still the sec- 
ond advent of Christ that is in view. 
While His coming will mean judgment 
for the unrepentant, it will bring joy 
and gladness to those who fear the Lord 
and delight in His service. 


Verse 5.—“Behold, I will send you Eli- 
jah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 
Jesus declared that Elijah had already 
come, and that he had been rejected 
(Matt. 17:12; Mark 9:13). He meant that 
John the Baptist came with a similar 
ministry to that of Elijah, but he was 
not received as such (Matt. 11:14). So 
Elijah’s coming is still future. 


Verse 6.—“‘Lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.” The last word of the 
Old Testament is “curse.” This was all 
the Law could bring to guilty men. But 
God was calling on sinners to face their 
true condition and turn to Him, that He 
might give blessing instead of a curse. 

Luke 1:76.—“Thou shalt. go before the 
face of the Lord to prepare his ways.” 
Thus John the Baptist came in accord 
with Old Testament prophecy to an- 
nounce Messiah’s advent and to prepare 
the people to receive Him. 


» Verse 77.—“To give knowledge of sal- 
vation unto his people by the remission 
of their sins.” John proclaimed the com- 
ing of the Lamb of God to take away 
the sin of the world. He called the peo- 
ple to repentance that they might receive 
remission of sins through the coming 
Redeemer. 


Verse 78.—‘Through the tender mercy 
of our God.” God delights to show 
mercy to those who come to Him con- 
fessing their sins. 


Verse 79.—“To guide our feet into the 
way of peace.” So Jesus came to pro- 
claim peace on earth, good will to men; 
but the world refused His grace and 
spurned His love, and thus men missed 
the way of peace, and the world still 
awaits the day when Christ will speak 
peace to the nations. Meantime, those 
who believe in Him find peace with God 
through being justified by faith (Rom. 
§:1), 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The prophecy of Malachi is the link 
between the two Testaments. It shows 
us the condition of Israel when Old Tes- 
tament history closes, and as we open 
the New Testament we find them in the 
same self-righteous state. John the Bap- 
tist came with an Elijahlike ministry 
to summon the nation to repentance and 
so to prepare them for Messiah’s advent. 
But the leaders of the people spurned 
his message, though many of the poorer 
class obeyed his voice and were bap- 
tized by him, confessing their sins, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Obedience, the Precursor to Blessing. 
It is all-important to distinguish between 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. June 20.—The Hope for the Messiah. 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 22-31; Daniel 7: 
13, 14; Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12, 13; 
9:9, 10; 12:10; 13:1; John 10:14 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. July 4.—Micaiah, a Prophet of Is- 
rael ... 1 Kings 22:1-40 








obedience to the Word of God as a pro- 
curing cause of salvation and obedience 
as the Lord’s rightful due from those 
whom He has purchased by His blood 
and regenerated by His Word and Spirit. 
We are saved by His free grace alone, 
altogether apart from any efforts we 
might put forth. But he who is thus 
saved is responsible to walk in accord- 
ance with God’s revealed will. It is only 
thus we enter into fullness of blessing. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The coming Messiah and His forerun- 
ner (Mal. 3:1-5) 

2. The day of the Lord (chap. 4:1-6) 

3. The arrival of the forerunner (Luke 
1: 76-79) 


Summaries and Applications 


The Lord’s return for His Church is 
likened to the shining forth of the Morn- 
ing Star (Rev. 22:16). He will come to 
Israel as the “Sun of righteousness.” 

The ministry of Elijah was a call to 
return to God in sincerity, in order that 
He might pour out blessing on His peo- 
ple. John’s ministry was of the same 
character. 

No one will be prepared to meet the 
Lord at His second advent who has not 
availed himself of what Jesus did when 
He came the first time. 

A rigid formalism may satisfy those 
who have never realized the holiness of 
God, but an awakened sinner cries out 
for that cleansing which Christ alone 
can give to those who trust in Him. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


ITH what events in Judah was Malachi 

W associated? 

2. Who were the other prophets of the 
restoration period, and with what events 
were they associated? 

3. In what condition did Malachi find the 
people? 

4. What cure for Israel’s backsliding is 
promised? 

5. What preparation was promised for the 
Lord’s appearing? 

6. By what authority do we apply these 
Scriptures to John the Baptist? 

7. Will Elijah come again before the sec- 
ond coming of Christ? 

8. How long was the silence over Israel 
before Malachi’s two messengers (3:1) ap- 
peared? 

9. What Gentile powers dominated Israel ~ 
in this period? 

10. Does Malachi 3:1-5 refer to the first or 
second coming of Christ? 


(Answers on page 541) 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M., Olson 


“Behold, I will send my messenger 

. and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant” (Mal. 3:1) .— 
If it were not so seriOus, it would be 
amusing to notice how far out of their 
way some Jewish writers go to evade 
the plain teaching of this promise and 
prophecy. One goes as far as to. say 
the messenger is the angel of ‘death; an- 
other’ that it is Malachi himself, and an- 
other that it is simply an angel from 
Heaven. ° 

Malachi, the messenger, here calls our 
attention to two other messengers — the 
first is John the Baptist; the other, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Applying this very passage to John 
the Baptist, the Lord Jesus said, “Verily 
I say unto you, Among them that are 
born of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist” (Matt. 
11:11). He was “filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb” 
(Luke 1:15). He wrought no miracle, 
but he bore faithful testimony to the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (John 1). At first the populace 
delighted in him and many were bap- 
tized by him, but just as there was a 
Jezebel in Elijah’s day, so there was 
a Herodias in John’s day, who had him 
beheaded (Matt. 14). 

The “messenger of the covenant,” the 
Lord Jesus, often appeared in the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. When but a babe He 
was carried there to be presented to 
Jehovah (Luke 2:22). At twelve years 
of age He was found “in the temple, sit- 
ting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them ques- 
tions” (Luke 2:46). And during His 
public ministry He frequently visited 
the Temple (Matt. 21:12, etc.), but was 
despised, rejected, and ultimately cru- 
cified. 

“But who may abide the day of his 
coming? ... for he is like a refiner’s 
fire ... and he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver” (Mal, 3:2, 3).—The verses 
apply in the first instance to the Lord 
as the refiner of the sons of Levi, and 
the refining will occur at His second 
advent. He will select the sons of Zadok 
to minister to Him in the millennial 
temple. (See Ezek, 44:15; 48:11.) But.I 
also like the following poem, which is 
based on these verses of Scripture: 

He sat by a fire of sevenfold heat, 

As He watched by the precious ore, 


And closer He bent with a searching gaze 
As He heated it more and more. 
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He knew He had ore that could stand the 
test, 
And He wanted the finest gold 
To mold as a crown for the King to wear, 
Set with gems with a price untold. 


So He laid our gold in the burning fire, 
Though we fain would have said Him 
“Nay,” 
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And He watched the dross we had not 
seen, 
And it melted and passed away. 
And the gold grew brighter and yet 
more bright; 
But our eyes were so dim with tears, 
We saw but the fire—not the Master’s 
hand — 
And questioned with anxious fears. 


Yet our gold shone out with a richer glow, 
As it mirrored a Form above 
That bent o’er the fire, though unseen 
by us, 
With a look of ineffable love. 

“Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as 
in the days of old” (Mal, 3:4).—When- 
ever the subject is brought up, there are 
always those who express amazement at 
the statement that sacrifices are again 
going to be offered by Israel. But here 
the prophet definitely informs us that 
the purpose of the refining is in view of 
the offerings which they shall offer. (See 
also Ezek. 43:13-27; Zech, 14:20, 21.) 
These future sacrifices and offerings 
shall be commemorative of the divinely 
perfect sacrifice which was offered on 
Calvary’s cross, just as the church to- 
day has the Lord’s Supper to commemo- 
rate the Saviour’s death, 


“And the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it 
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shall leave them neither root nor 
branch” (Mal, 4:1).—Numbers of times 
I have had this verse quoted to me as 
though it were a proof text of the anni- 
hilation theory. I ask those who thus 
advance it, “Do you believe in the resur- 
rection of the wicked dead?” Invariably 
they say, “Of course!” Then I ask, “Do 
you believe the resurrection of the 
wicked shall occur at the close of the 
thousand-year reign of Christ over the 
earth?” If they admit ignorance of the 
time of that resurrection, I refer them 
to Revelation 20:5. They profess to be- 
lieve the Bible, so they will say, “That 
is right.” Then is the time to inform 
them that they cannot make Malachi 
4:1 teach the utter extinction of the 
wicked, and still believe Revelation 20:5. 
If they ask, “Why not?” the answer is, 
“Because there is one thousand years 
of time between them !” 

The burning mentioned in Malachi 
4:1 occurs at the time when the Lord 
Jesus Christ arises as the “Sun of right- 
eousness,” which is at the beginning of 
the thousand-year reign. The resurrec- 
tion of the wicked occurs when the thou- 
sand years are finished. 

Then they usually ask, 
does Malachi 4:1 mean?” 


“Well, what 
It means that 


<C And he will sit as a refiner arid purifier of silver, 

and he will purify the sons of Levi, and refine 
them as gold and silver; and they shell : 
offer unto Jehovah offerings in right ("7 


eousness.? omaAu.3:3,R%z) . 


§ SRAEL'S 


CHRIST 





HE ENDURED THEIR CROSS-THEY MUST ENDURE HIS CRUCIBLE !! 


June 12, 1948 


the burning there is the burning of their 
bodies. (Spirits and souls are never 
spoken of as reduced to ashes.) At the 
close of the thousand years, their bodies 
are raised —for He who formed man’s 
body from the dust of the ground orig- 
inally (Gen, 2:7) can certainly resurrect 
it from its ashes. They will then be 
judged arid consigned to their eternal 
destiny, which is the lake of fire (Rev. 
20: 11-15). 


The bodies as well as the possessions 
of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were surely reduced to ashes (Gen,: 19: 
24, 25), yet the people themselves, who 
resided in those bodies are spoken of 
as “suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire” (Jude 7). 


“The Sun of righteousness [shall] arise 
with healing in his wings [or beams]” 
(Mal. 4:2).—More than once have I 
climbed all night in order to be on the 
summit of a mountain by sunrise. When 
I saw the morning star, I knew the sun 
would soon appear. The Church awaits 
the Morning Star; Israel awaits the Sun 
of righteousness. The titles refer to the 
same blessed person, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but represent different aspects 
of His coming. “Come, Lord Jesus!” 


Wawona, CALIF, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, with whom a thou- 
sand years are as a day, we thank Thee 
for Thine unchanging faithfulness by 
which Thy people in all ages have dwelt 
secure. We thank Thee, too, that we 
may know the same security in our day 
of change and alarm. Help us to rest 
quietly in Thee as certain to work out 
Thy loving purposes for those who make 
Thee their trust. Renew the faith of all 
whose bitter sorrow has made them 
doubt Thee. As in the fullness of time 
the promised Saviour came long ago, 
so in Thy time may He come again to 
bind Satan and bring Thy Kingdom into 
full victory. Renew the purity and 
power of Thy Church. Bless and *use 
all who bear Thy Gospel to people who 
know it not, and increase the number 
of Thy messengers according to the need 
of the world. Help the needy, the sick, 
and the sad, and guide men of good will 
everywhere to meet the need of our 
times. Forgive our sins, and help us to 
cleanse our lives and use our years to 
serve Thee. Strengthen and lead us in 
the way of truth and right, and of love 
and peace, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a long jump 
from Malachi to Matthew, a jump of 
four hundred years. All that time God’s 
people had no prophet of the Lord to 
speak any fresh word to them. They 
had the written messages of earlier 
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prophets, but no living prophet after 
Malachi till John the Baptist came. 


In those four hundred years much 





JOHN’S CALL NEEDED STILL: 
FROM IN 
TURN TO Your SAVIOUR 


happened to the Jews. For a long time 
they were under Greek rule, and one 
evil king tried to force the Jews to 
leave the worship of God for that of 
idols. But by the brave resistance of 
the Maccabeans the Jews won out and 
became a free people for some time. 
Then they came under Roman rule as 
we find them when the New Testament 
opens. When John the Baptist came, 
after four centuries with no living 
prophet’s voice, what excitement there 
was! 

And what was John’s work? It was 
to go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways. This he did by call- 
ing people to repent to be ready for the 
Saviour. And it is still true that the 
way of the Saviour is prepared in hearts 
and lives by repenting. And remember 
that to repent is more than just being 
sorry for your sins. It means being 
sorry enough to give them up! While 
we refuse to repent, sin keeps us from 
Christ. When we repent and turn to 
Him, the Saviour then works to keep us 
from sin. Which way is it with you? 
Is sin keeping you from Christ, or is 
Christ keeping you from sin? 

Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I want to deal here only 

with that section of our lesson text 
which is taken from the first chapter 
of the Gospel according to Luke. Luke’s 
second chapter is one of the best known 
Scripture passages to the world, because 
it contains the very beautiful account of 
our Lord’s birth and you hear and see 
it widely quoted at Christmas time, in 
churches, in assemblies, and on the radio. 
One is perhaps more likely to escape 
hearing the Twenty-third Psalm than 
Luke 2:1-20. But this first chapter of 
Luke, though much less widely read, is 
a very wonderful record, not only in 
its deep spiritual significance; but in 
its dramatic beauty as well, and in its 
purely story interest. The dramatis 
personae consist of an old couple named 
Zacharias and Elisabeth (and their 
neighbors), their baby son John, a lovely 
young woman named Mary, who became 
the mother of Jesus (in the second chap- 
ter), the Holy Ghost, the angel Gabriel; 
and also are mentioned Jacob, Aaron, 
Elijah, David, and Joseph, who became 
the husband of Mary. The place, a city 
of Juda in the hill country. In this 
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chapter are recorded the incidents con- 
nected with the birth of John the Bap- 
tist, the announcement of the Angel 
Gabriel to Mary that she would be the 
mother of Jesus, the thrilling incidents 
of Mary’s visit to Elisabeth, and Mary’s 
matchless song, which is called the 
Magnificat. 

Two characters I want you specially 
to note in this brief study: namely, that 
godly old man, Zacharias, and his son 
John. Zacharias was a priest who peri- 
odically served his turn in the Temple, 
burning incense. On one of these days 
the Angel Gabriel suddenly stood by 
him at the alfar, and told him that his 
prayers would be answered, and that 
he and his wife, even then in their old 
age, would be blessed by the birth of a 
son. Gabriel also told him that the child 
should be named John. That, of course, 
was a miracle, and it was so astonish- 
ing to Zacharias that he was struck 
dumb. When he came out of the Tem- 
ple and met the people he was unable 
to utter a word to them, and they all 
marveled, wondering what the sign could 
mean. Zacharias went to his home and 
remained there, speechless, until in due 
course, sure enough, the promised son 
was born. During this waiting period 
Zacharias must have had wonderful an- 
ticipations concerning this promised son. 
Gabriel had told him his birth would be 
the signal for “joy and gladness; and 
many shall rejoice at his:birth. For he 
shall be great in the sight of the Lord, 
and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb. And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. And he shall ‘go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias [Elijah].” 

When the child was eight days old he 
was brought to the Temple for circum- 
cision and the neighbors said, of course, 
he should be named Zacharias for his 
father; but Elisabeth said, “No, his name 
is John.” Then they made signs to his 
father, asking what the child’s name 
should be; and he signaled for a writ- 
ing tablet and wrote upon it the name 
John. Everybody wondered. They did 
not know that the Holy Spirit was di- 
recting every move. Then Zacharias, 
for the first time in many months, found 
his voice and began praising God. Still 
the people marveled; surely God was 
speaking in these strange events — and 
He was. 

Moved by the Holy Spirit, Zacharias 
then uttered a wonderful and true 
prophecy as to what this son would be 
and do. It is one of the most beautiful 
statements about Jesus Christ and His 
work that you will find in all the Scrip- 
tures. And it showed in Zacharias that 
same self-effacing humility that after- 
ward manifested itself in John the Bap- 
tist, his son, for it exalted Jesus and 
His mission, making ‘nothing except a 
messenger of John whom Gabriel had 
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said would “be great in the sight of the 
Lord.” Hear Zacharias as he, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, makes it the occasion 
to set forth the coming of the Lord and 
the mighty works which He would do: 
“And thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his ways; to give knowledge of sal- 
vation unto his people by the remission 
of their sins, through the tender mercy 
of our God; whereby the dayspring from 
on high hath visited us, to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 

Fellows, someone has said that the 
highest level anyone can reach is to be 
a roadway over which the Prince of 
Peace may walk. Such a man was John 
the Baptist. No wonder our Lord hon- 
ored him above all men by saying: 
“Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist” (Matt, 11:11). This program 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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was directed by the Holy Ghost, using 
surrendered vessels whom He could fill 
with Himself. 


Avucusta, GA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a ~> fi $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


We Owe Our Life to Another.—Blessed 
be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath 
visited and redeemed his people (Luke 
1:68, Golden Text). Are we not God’s 
also by redemption?, “Ye are bought 
with a price,” cries Paul in our text. 
In the first Woakd War a soldier was 
brought into the hospital frightfully 
wounded. Those were the days before 
blood plasma had come to light. The 
doctor looked at the patient and shook 
his head, “Too far gone; nothing can 
be done.” Then, as an afterthought, he 
added, “We might save him by a trans- 
fusion of blood.” Standing a few steps 
away was an orderly. Quickly he moved 
around in front of the doctor and saluted 
him. “Do you need blood for this man? 
If so, I am ready.” “You do not under- 
stand,” said the doctor gravely. “If you 
give this man as much blood as he needs 
to bring him back to life, you will prob- 
ably be ill for some time, and there 
is a chance that you may die.” “Sir, I 
am ready,” and again the hand went up 
in salute. “What is this man to you?” 
inquired the doctor. “Is he a friend or 
a relative?” “No, sir,” answered the 
orderly, “I have never seen him before. 
But please, sir,#I should like to do it.” 
Immediately they set to work. Out of 
the full veins of that gallant orderly they 
drew the rich red blood and “trans- 
fused” it into the body of the dying 
soldier. The result? Death was held 
back. Shock was survived. The soldier 
lived. He owed his life to the sacrifice 
of another. In an infinitely deeper and 
richer and more mysterious sense, Jesus 
did just that for us! At Calvary His 
heart of holy and redeeming love was 
broken open for us. We receive that 
love, participate in it, and lo, we live 
anew in God, our moral wounds healed, 
our spiritual death flung back by the 
inflowing tide of His life. In that sense 
we are “bought.” Sacrifice of highest 
value has been made for us. Therefore 
every consideration of gratitude and de- 
cency and affection leads us to acknowl- 
edge that we are “not our own.” We 
belong to Him “who loved us and gave 
himself for us."—From Pentecostal Her- 
ald. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
| SF 
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When Jonathan Edwards Preached.— 
Behold, I will send my messenger, and 
he shall prepare the way before me 
(Mal. 3:1). I have been in that old 
church in New England where Jonathan 
Edwards preached his great sermon, 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” 
He had a little manuscript which he 
held up so close to his face that they 
could not see his countenance. But as 
he went on and on, the people in the 
crowded church were tremendously 
moved. One man sprang to his feet, 
rushed down the aisle, and cried, “Mr. 
Edwards, have mercy!” Other men 
caught hold of the backs of the pews lest 
they should slip into perdition. I have 
seen the old pillars around which they 
threw their arms, when they thought the 
day of judgment had dawned upon them. 
The power of the sermon is still felt in 
the United States today. But there is 
a bit of history behind it. For three days 
Edwards had not eaten a mouthful of 
food; for three nights he had not closed 
his eyes in sleep. Over and over again, 
he had been saying to God, “Give me 
New England! Give me New England !” 
and when he rose from his knees, and 
made his way to the pulpit, they say 
that he looked as if he had been gazing 
straight into the face of God. They say 
that before he opened his lips to speak, 
conviction fell upon his audience.—From 
J. Wilbur Chapman, in Preachers’ Maga- 
zine. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 
| a 2 


“Messiah Has Come !”—Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day 


June 12, 1948 


of the Lord (Mal. 4:5). In preparation 
for Pasach, a Jewish mother asked her 
twelve-year-old son Daniel to bring the 
Cup of Elijah that she might polish it 
“Do you suppose Elijah will come this 
year?” he asked. His mother said she 
hoped so, for that would mean that Mes- 
siah was near. He asked many ques- 
tions about Messiah. She explained, 
“Messiah means the ‘Anointed One’ — 
the King of Israel — who is coming some 
day. A long time we have waited for 
Him—but He doesn’t come!” “How 
will we know Him when He comes?” 
he asked. She could not answer him, 
but the question eaused her and her 
husband to search their Scriptures and 
also a New Testament which was given 
them. On the last night of Pasach Dan- 
iel repeated his question. When his 
father told him Messiah was to come to 
the earth as Son of God and Son of man, 
and quoted Isaiah 9:6, Daniel said, 
“That’s all I need to know.” He closed 
the door gently and said with convic- 
tion, “Messiah has come! I know who 
He is—He is Jesus Christ. Ever since 
we sang Christmas carols at school, I 
thought it might be He, and now I 
know!” Through their study the par- 
ents had reached the same conclusion. 
With one accord they sank to their knees 
and received the Lord Jesus as the Son 
of God and the Messiah of Israel. No 
longer was there the burning question, 
“How shall we know Him?” Now it 
was, “How shall we make Him known?” 
—From Sarah B. Geibel, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. 
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Copyright, 1948, by Robert Harkness. International Copyright secured [1-13-48 


Robert Harkness is the composer and director of two correspondence courses: 


No. 1, “Evangelistic Hymn Playing,’’ 
young people’s meetings, and the like; 


for pianists in church, Sunday school, 
No. 2, “Beginners’ Piano Course in Hymn 


Playing,” for those who cannot play hymns and Gospel songs, but who wish to 
learn to do so. Write for free details to Robert Harkness, 20 N. Raymond Ave., 
Pasadena 1, Calif. 














Lesson for June 27 


Getting To Know God’s Thoughts.— 
And thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt 
go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
his ways (Luke 1:76). John the Bap- 
tist was a prophet. A prophet is one 
who speaks for God. A teacher in a 
mission school in Scotland asked her 
class, “What is a prophet?” There was 
a long pause, then a little lad said 
timidly, “It’s a man who gets to ken 
what God’s thinking.” There could be 
no better answer. John came to tell 
people what God was thinking. He 
would speak of one who was “the day- 
spring from on high,” who would visit 
His people. He prophesied of Christ, 
who is the Light and the Life of men. 
Can we be prophets? Yes, if we will 
spread the message of Christ, if we make 
ready the way for His coming.—From 
Today. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


The Only Happy People.—The day- 
spring from on high hath visited us, 
. to guide our feet into the way of 
peace (Luke 1:78, 79). The only really 
happy people in this world are those 
who are following Christ along the way 
of redemption. They have their share 
of troubles, disappointments, sorrows; 
but all the time, in the midst of these, 
they have a secret peace of which the 
world knows nothing. There are paths 
in the low valleys, among the great 
mountains, which are sweet pictures of 
the Christian’s way of peace. High up 
among the peaks and crags the storms 
sweep in wild fury, but on these valley 
paths no breath of tempest ever blows. 
Flowers bloom and springs of water 
gurgle along the wayside, and trees cast 
their grateful shadow, and bird songs 
fill the air. Such is Christ’s “way of 
peace” in this world.—J. R. M. 
I have peace, it is calm as a river, 
A peace which the friends of this world 
never knew, 
My Saviour alone is its author and giver, 
But oh! could I know it was given to 
you. 
—From an old devotional calendar. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


“Foolishness . . . but the Power ... 
and Wisdom of God.”—To give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death (Luke 1:79). Some 
years agO a young man came into a 
mission -hall at Kobe. He had never 
before heard of God, never heard the 
name of Jesus. He read the words, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” written in Japanese on a red ban- 
ner. He thought, “What folly!” and 
went his way. A year later he was in 
dire trouble, and in utter darkness and 
despair bought poison, went out on the 
hills, and was about to take it, when 
the words he had read a year before 
flashed into his mind, He threw away 
the poison. Next day he came to the 
hall keeper and learned the way of faith 
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Summer Camps and Conferences 


(Advertisements) 





North Mountain Bible Conference 
Red Rock, Pa. (near Wilkes-Barre) 


June 28th to August 15th 


America’s best in speakers, excellent food, and ac- 
commodation, lots of recreation, beautiful grounds. 
Write for circular 

ROBERT LANCASTER 


Box 22 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Lake Louise Conference Grounds 
and Hotel 


(A LeTourneau Foundation Project) 
“A Christian Hotel for Christian People” 
Open the year round. Located in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Georgia. Con- 
ferences scheduled from April 16th through Sep- 
tember, Guests welcome. Write 


A. J. Philippi, Executive Director Toccoa, Ga. 





A Refreshing Time of Blessing at 


The Erieside Bible Conference 
East 315th St. and Lake Shore Blvd. 
Willowick, near Cleveland, Ohio 
Conference Dates - July 16th through 25th 


Address: Pastor Charles A. Ohman 
Box 548 Willoughby, Ohio 





Vacation with a Blessing. [Easily accessible by 
train or trolley and bus from Philadelphia. 


BETHANNA 


Bible and Missionary Conferences 
Southampton, Pa. 
July 1 through Labor Day 
Write for folder. Address 
BETHANNA BIBLE CONFERENCE - Southampton, Pa. 





Sacandaga Bible Conference 
Shady Bay Park Broadalbin, N. Y. 


In the Adirondacks 
The best speakers, good food, recreation. 
Write for folder to 
Mrs. Edna Mills, Registrar Broadalbin, N. Y. 





Montrose Bible Conference 
July 2 through September 6, Labor Day 
A Great Bible Conference presenting 
A GREAT SAVIOUR 


in the heart of the Great Blue Ridge Mountains of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania. Write for Booklet 
Address: W. Douglas Roe, Executive Secretary 

Mont Bible Conf Montrose, Pa. 








Vacation for Life 
MOUNT HERMON 
Christian Conference Center of the West 


Leaders: Chas. E. Fuller, Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
Wilbur M. Smith, Wm. Evans, Frank E. Gaebelein. 


For information write direct to 


MOUNT HERMON ASSOCIATION 
Mount Hermon, California 





To Know Christ, and to Make Him Known 


Old Mill Bible Conference 


Brandamore, Pa. 
June 5 to September 4, every Saturday 3.30 and 7:60 


2 Week-end Conferences: 
Fourth of July, July 2 through 5 
Labor Day, September 3 through 6 
2 Weeks Children’s Camps, July 18. through 31 


Write Director, Walter Feser, D.D., Coatesville, Pa. 





**A Bible Camp That Is Different”’ 


Eagle River, Northern Michigan 
July 25 to August 29 
A refreshing vacation, both physically 
and spiritually, in Michigan's beauti- 
ful Hiawatha-land on the shores of 
Lake Superior. Write to 


Rev. John J. Rader Eagle River, Michigan 


NEW ENGLAND KESWICK 


MONTEREY, MASS. 
In the heart of the Berkshires 


Season, July 3 to September 6, 1948 


A conference for the entire family. Good speakers, 
excellent accommodations. Write for circular. 
Reserve early. MRS. J. J. TROUT, 164 W. 74th 
Street, New York 23, N  # 





GULL LAKE BIBLE AND 
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 


480 Cheshire Drive Grand Rapids, Michigan 


The program centers in scholarly expositions of the 
Word by Spirit-filled teachers. Daily missionary 
messages. For speakers, special weeks cottages, 
please send for program. 


VICTORY THAT IS SURE 
AMERICA’S KESWICK 
KESWICK GROVE, N. J. 

“Where God Speaks to Hearts” 
From Memorial Day Through Labor Day 


Spiritual, internationally known speakers. Program 
sent upon request. Write 


VICTORIOUS LIFE TESTIMONY 
Keswick Grove, New Jersey 





A Conference at the Seashore 
HARVEY CEDARS 


North of Atlantic City, New Jersey 
Continuous season Memorial Day to Labor Day 


Address: JACK MURRAY, Director 
Harvey Cedars New Jersey 





Central New York Bible Conferences 
HOMER, N. Y. 
(Route U. S. 11 near Syracuse) 
Young People’s — July 23 to 30 


Bible, Missionary, Deeper Life, Evangelistic 
August 1 to 22 


For information address 


MRS. MERLE E. TEBO Homer, New York 





Buffalo Bible Conference 


Ebenezer, New Y 
Fifty minutes from Aeon Falls 
® Children’s Camps, July 12 to 31 


¢ Youth Camp, Ys 7to 14 
¢ Sunday School Clinic, Aug. 15 to 21 


© General Conference, Aug. 22 to Sept. 6 
Write today for illustrated information. 
BUFFALO BIBLE CONFERENCE, INC, 

Buffalo 2, N. Y. 


704 Genesee Building 








DEERFOOT LODGE 


Established in 1930 


A Christian Camp for boys at a real hunting and 
fishing lodge on beautiful Whitaker Lake in the - 
heart of the Adirondack Mountains. 1800 feet 
elevation. Address 


ALFRED A. KUNZ 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, New York 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 





"gl. Old Fashioned Revival 
: * Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Directer 

P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 












THE MESSAGE 


OF 
ROMANS 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D., 
President Columbia Bible College 
Former Associate Editor Sunday School Times 


@ “The finest and clearest discussion of the 
lost condition of the heathen I have ever 
read.”’ Presbyterian pastor. 


le” aod Le, expositions on Romans 9, 10, 
Se ¢ ” Seminary president. 


@ “Best exposition of Romans 7 and best 
summary of various views I —_ ever 
read.” Methodist pastor. 


@ “‘A graduate paper on sanctification quoted 
your exposition on Romans 6 and brought 
@ me great blessing.” College Bible teacher. 


ORDER from Book Store of 
Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S.C. 


$2 postpaid. Special discount to pastors and 


missionaries. 

















EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT 
OF DEATH OF 
DR. KALLENBACH 


% Beloved by thousands, the famous 
evangelist, Walter Kallenbach, was 
killed in an auto accident in Pennsyl- 
vania. Several details concerning his 
tragic Homegoing will bring fresh 
challenge to your life. You may read 
it along with other vital features in 
The CAMPAIGNER. 


#% The CAMPAIGNER, edited by 
John Barbee, M.A., approaches your 
heart with a unique challenge to dy- 
namic living and witnessing for Christ- 


% In its pages you will receive thrill 
for your heart ... challenge for your 
life . . . food for your soul! 

..- Send 10c for three issues... 


The CAMPAIGNER 


North Carolina 























P. O. Box 54 
Charlotte 
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in Christ. For several years he served 
the Lord, then died of tuberculosis, a 
happy, praiseful Christian, and went to 
be with Christ—From “The Dynamic of 
Faith,” by Paget Wilkes. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
WHat Haprenep BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS 


EUROPEAN statesman was once 

asked, “What, in your opinion, is 
the greatest proof that the Bible is 
true?” He replied, “The Jew.” There 
are many conclusive proofs that the 
Bible is the unfailing word of God, but 
certainly that statesman was right that 
the survival of the Jew is a very con- 
vincing one. 

Turn to Genesis 3:15. Satan knew that 
this “seed of the woman” referred to 
Christ. He heard God promise Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob that Christ would 
come from their race. 
repeated efforts to destroy the nation 
of Israel. 

A couple of weeks ago we saw Satan’s 
attempt through Haman to wipe out all 
the Jews. Did he succeed? 

Today we are studying the period be- 
tween the Old Testament and the New. 

After Malachi’s prophecy, four hun- 
dred years went by before God sent an- 
other prophet. What happened during 
those four hundred “silent” years? 

Do you remember the image King 
Nebuchadnezzar saw in a vision? God 
gave Daniel the interpretation of it. 
This is recorded in Daniel 2:31-45. This 
pictures some of what happened between 
the Testaments. Let us read it together. 
The Old Testament ends with the Jews 
under the rule of the Medo-Persian Em- 
pire. The New Testament starts with 
the Jews under Roman rule. From this 
Scripture we see that another kingdom 
had world dominion between. ¢ 

We can find out more about the four 
hundred silent years from several other 
sources. 

Josephus was a Jewish historian who 
published a history in A.D. 93. We can 
learn much from him, but he tends to 
exaggerate the importance of the Jews 
in world history. Of course their im- 
por#ance as those who guarded the Word 
of God cannot be overestimated. 

The Apocrypha is‘a collection of books 
written during the Captivity and the 
period between, the Testaments. The 
Jews never regarded these books as 
part of the Scriptures, and any enlight- 
ened Christian reading them can see at 
once that they are very different from 
God’s Holy Word. But some of these 
books tell what happened between the 
Old and New Testaments. 

There are also Greek and Latin his- 
tories that shed light on this period, but, 
of course, the Bible is the only book 
that is entirely trustworthy. ' 


So Satan made § 
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We find there were six political peri- 
ods between the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Palestine was under (1) Persia, 
(2) Greece, (3) Egypt, and (4) Syria. 
Then they had a period of (5) independ- 
ence. Finally they came under (6) Ro- 
man rule. 

At the time the Old Testament was 
finished Palestine was under Persian 
control. The Persian kingdom is typified 
by silver in King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
vision of the image. 

About one hundred years later the 
kingdom of brass came to the front. This 
symbolized the world empire of Greece 
under the leadership of Alexander 
the Great. Alexander was only twenty 
years old in 336 B. C. when his father 
died and he became king of Macedonia. 
Nevertheless he set out immediately to 
conquer the world, which was still under 
the control of Medo-Persia. Daniel 7:6 
describes his conquests. Can you think of 
anything that could spring faster than 
a leopard with four wings? Alexander 
the Great conquered every country he 
came to so fast that it did not have time 
to get its defenses ready. However, God 
made him favorable to the Jews. When 
he founded the City of Alexandria in 
Egypt, he said that all Jews who settled 
there would be given every right as free 
citizens. God gave Daniel another vision 
of the conquest of Medo-Persia by.Alex- 
ander. This is in chapter 8:3-8 and is 
explained in 8:20-22. All happened ex- 
actly as God had foretold. Alexander 
died in the height of his power when he 
was only thirty-three, and his kingdom 
was divided into four parts by his four 
generals. 

Palestine and Egypt fell to the lot of 
Ptolemy. God made this general favor- 
able to the Jews also. His successor, 
another Ptolemy, founded the great 
library of Alexandria and ordered the 
Old Testament translated into Greek. 
This version is called the Septuagint, 
and was in general use in the time of 
Christ, 

Another of Alexander’s’ generals 
wished to be world ruler. He gradually 
acquired what had belonged to the gen- 
erals who had controlled the East and 
West, but he found the Ptolmies of 
Egypt too strong for him. This general 
revived the old kingdom of Syria. In 
Daniel he is referred to as “the king 
of the north” and Ptolemy as “the king 
of the south.” Palestine had a hard 
time between these two opposing powers, 
but God preserved the Jews. In the 
main the Ptolemies were favorable to 
the Jews, and the kings of Syria were 
always trying to destroy them. About 
a hundred years later, Antiochus the 
Great of Syria was able to take Pales- 
tine -away from Egypt. 

The Egyptians sent an embassy to 
Rome asking for help to fight Antiochus. 
The Romans came and drove him back, 
but they left Palestine under Syria. 

' Antiochus Epiphanes, a successor of 
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Lesson for June 27 

. 
Antiochus the Great, was a very wicked 
ruler. In him Satan found another tool 
willing to destroy the Jewish nation. 
His wickedness is foretold in Daniel 
8:9-12 and 11:21-36. 


There was a Jewish family, called the 
Maccabees, who fled to the mountains 
of Judea. Other Jews joined them until 
they had quite a large army. The Syrians 
tried three times to fight them and wipe 
them out, but each time God intervened 
and the Jews were victorious. Finally, 
the Syrians made peace with the Jews, 
allowing Judas Maccabeus to be gov- 
ernor of Palestine. He restored the an- 
cient worship, and tried to rule in the 
fear of God. For a time the Jews had 
peace. But about a hundred years later, 
two descendants of the Maccabees started 
a civil war because both of them wanted 
to rule. The Romans, who were steadily 
enlarging their borders, saw an oppor- 
tunity to advance. They decided to help 
one of the two and then to let him rule 
under Rome, sending them yearly 
tribute. Herod married a granddaughter 
of this man and became king of the 
Jews. But the Romans were the real 
masters of Palestine, the iron of King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision. This is the sit- 
uation when the New Testament opens. 


Now let us turn to Malachi 3:1-5. The 
faithful Jews who had studied the Scrip- 
tures waited four hundred’years for the 
fulfillment of this prophecy, | 


Let us read Luke 1:68-79. Notice our 
Golden Text is the first thing Zacharias 
said after his son John the Baptist was 
born. He knew that his son was to be 
the forerunner of the Messiah. 


In spite of all that Satan could do, 
the Jews were not destroyed. God's 
Word was fulfilled. The Messiah came 
at the appointed time, and by His death 
on the cross He defeated Satan forever. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Years Before Jesus Came 
(Mal. 4:5, 6; Luke 1:76-79) 


ASS out the slips previously used for 

review, and add: Esther, Xerxes, 
Messiah, Vashti. (We have used Xerxes 
rather than the Bible name of Ahasuerus 
because at the end of the next quarter, 
review employing the entire alphabet is 
planned. Also, Xerxes may be familiar 
to pupils from public school work.) 

Do you see what I see? If you have 
the name I am describing, give it when 
I pause. I see a long procession of 
people marching sadly away from Jeru- 
salem. They have been conquered by 
King (Nebuchadnezzar), and now 
are on the way to new homes in ——— 
(Babylon). There by the River 
(Chebar), God’s glory is seen by the 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Come to the Colorado Rockies for your 
Conference-Vacation ! 


Beautiful Redfeather Lakes 


BIBLE CONFERENCE 


invites you to a delightful time of spiritual, 
mental, and bodily refreshment, July 10 to 
18., Full programs for adults, Y.P., and 
Juniors, under noted Bible teachers. Twelfth 
year. Fundamental fellowship. Good food. 
Low rates. Write today for free illustrated 
leafiet. 


Wm. D. Ward, 489 S. Sherman Denver 9, Colorad 
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CHRISTIAN OPINION 


PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
In the Interests of a Christian Analysis of 
Cursent Education 
(Subscription price $3 a year) 
Send 25c today for a sample back copy 
INTER-COLLEGIATE GOSPEL 

FELLOWSHIP, INC. 

464 PEQUOT AVE. NEW LONDON, CONN. 

















When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 















tin in distance. 


Group of workers, Shan- 
tung District, with the 
smiling faces of a Chinese 
evangelist and his wife. 
At right Lake Galilee from 
the north. Traditional site 
of loaves and fishes left 
foreground, Horns of Hat- 











Che Crue Gospel in China 


Condensed from “BIBLICAL MISSIONS” 


“On invitation of the Rev. Pang 
Chi Ling, a former Seminary student 
of mine, to hold a series of meetings 
on his new charge,” writes Dr. Al- 
bert B. Dodd, “I had the thrill of 
re-entering for the first time my for- 
mer Tenghsien field, lately in the 
hands of the cruel Chinese Com- 
munists. 


“Having no servant of my own, 
I went alone; and because I was 
going by’ crowded truck, I took no 
food nor cot, packing bedding and 
clothing into an army bag and a 
small ‘bei-tao’ or bedding bag. The 
truck was without seat or sides, and 
had so many passengers most of us 
had to stand. A heavy rain the night 
before had made the road almost im- 


passable. To lighten the load, most 
of us had to wade five’ or six miles 
through the mud, and sometimes 
even push the truck. ’ 


“The meetings were well attend- 
ed. They were held in an unlighted 
ell-shaped mud church building. In 
the evening and early morning meet- 
ings we preached to audiences only 
the front row or two of which were 
visible from the light of the small 
pulpit lamp and a lantern nearby. 
But the Lord was with us, and the 
meetings were richly blessed to the 
hearts of the Christians and the sal- 
vation of non-Christians. Quarrels 
were made up, and backsliders of 
years’ standing were reclaimed.” 


This Board bears a sterling testimony to the integrity and sufficiency 
of the Holy Scriptures, and against all modernism and unbelief. Our 
work and needs are expanding rapidly. Pray for us. For informa- 
tion regarding support, address The Treasurer. 
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Tl. Independent Board 


151-T Maplewood Avenue ; 


for PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Philadelphia 44, Pa., U.S.A. 
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REST-A-WHILE Christian guest house, Bruce 


Beach, Lake Huron, six miles 
south of Kincardine. Planned for those needing re- 
freshment in body, soul, and spirit. Screened veran- 
dahs, electric lights, inside conveniences. comfortable 
beds, excellent food, beautiful scenery, sandy beach, 
wonderful sunsets, swimming, boating, golf, and tennis. 
Sunday services in the open. Rates $17.00 to $22.50 a 
week, room and board. For reservations, please write: 
Pearl Henderson, Lucknow, Ontario, Canada. 


CAMP PINNACLE 


A Bible Conference with camps and divisions for all 
ages Each age group with its own situation and its 
Own prograni. 


Teet-agers, Business and Professional Young People, 
Schoolgirls 7 to 12, Schoolboys 8 to 12, Adults, 
Families $15 to $18 per week. Write for circular. 


June 14 to August 30, 1948 
CAMP PINNACLE, R.F.D., Voorheesville, N. Y. 
Helderberg Mountains, altitude 1750 to 2000 feet 
Outstanding Bible Teachers 








The Southern 
Messianic Witness to Israel 
(With a million Jews as its field) 


Headquarters: 


Chattanooga 1, Tenn, P. O. Box 587 








THEY’RE HERE 
FRED COWELL’S 
FOUR NEW TRACTS in TWO COLORS 
Write for samples and new low prices to 


CONTINENTAL PRESS 
315 North 2nd Street Philadelphia 6, Pa. 














A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 





1848 GENEVA COLLEGE 1948 


BEAVER FALLS, PA. 


In these days when colleges are crowded, and 
selections must be made, it will help greatly if 
those who read this advertisement will indicate 
on their application that they are readers of the 
Sunday School Times. We desire such students 
at Geneva. 


M. M. Pearce, President 
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prophet (Ezekiel). God tells him 
to be a watchman. He also tells Ezekiel 
to tell the people that God will care 
for them like a shepherd. 


Years have passed. Now I see a group 
of people returned to Jerusalem, who 
are building the (Temple). King 
(Cyrus) sent them back. First 
they build an altar, then lay the foun- 
dations of the building. But the peo- 
ple get discouraged and give up work- 
ing. Now two prophets appear to urge 
them on. “Be strong ... and work.” 
“The One you long for will come to 
this building some day,” says 
(Haggai). “IT have had _ wonderful 
visions that show God will punish sin 
and take it away,” says (Zech- 
ariah); “be honest and kind to every- 
one.” 














Now a new governor arrives who gets 
the city walls built fast, (Nehe- 
miah). A priest-scribe has arrived, too, 
who teaches God’s laws to the pedple 
and reads the Bible to them in a great 
mass meeting, (Ezra). 


Now I am back in Babylon, called Per- 
sia. I see four boys not eating the king’s 
food. They are named (Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego). Now 
I see three of these young men thrown 
into a furnace. The other -is thrown 
into a lions’ den. God shows him that 
a wonderful person is to be king over 
the whole earth forever. Yet He is to 
be killed. This wonderful person’ is 
called (Messiah). Now in the 
palace I see a king who wants a new 























queen. The king is (Xerxes), 
the old queen is (Vashti), and the 
new queen is the Jewess (Esther). 


Esther saves her people by bravely go- 
ing to the king when she might be killed. 


Again in Jerusalem —I see the priests 
are careless about the sacrifices to God. 
They do not teach the people God's laws. 
A prophet comes. “Be careful. God 
is not pleased. Messiah will come to 
His Temple, and then what will happen 
to you?” This is the last of the prophets, 
- (Malachi), 


For four hundred years no messages 
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came from God. The last words of 
Malachi said that God would send Eli- 
jah the prophet (that is, one like Eli- 
jah) before the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord came. He would help them 
to see what was right, so God would 
not destroy them all. Then silence, 
silence for four hundred years. The 
One they looked for did not come. 


At last a miracle baby was born. (Tell 
story of Zacharias and John, Luke 1.) 
His father was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied of his baby son: 
“You will be called the prophet of the 
Great One. You are to go before the 
Lord to get ready for Him. You are to 
tell what people must do to be saved 
and have their sins forgiven through 
God’s goodness. The sunrise from 
Heaven has come to bring us light and 
life.” This baby became the one we 
know as John the Baptist, the one who 
got the people ready for the coming of 
the Lord Jesus. The Lord referred to 
John as Elijah — Elias (Matt. 17:10-13). 
Most of the people did not recognize 
John as Elijah, or Jesus as the Messiah. 
“He [God] loved us, and sent his Son” 
(1 John 4:10). Now read John 1:11, 12. 
Which are you? 

Orono, MAINE, 


ae 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Before Jesus Came 
(Luke 1:76-79) 


E FINISHED the rainbow last 

week, and today we are going to 
put above the rainbow a cross, for the 
one we hear about today, John the Bap- 
tist, came as the forerunner of the Mes- 
siah. He was the last prophet before 
Christ came. 

You all know something about John 
the Baptist. You know how-he preached 
in the wilderness, and people went out 
to hear him. He was preaching repent- 
ance, and he always pointed the way 
to the One who was to follow him, the 
One who was greater than he, whose 
shoe latchet he was not worthy to un- 
loose. He was the “voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord.” 

How very careful God was to tell the 
people, yeat after year, that Jesus was 
coming. He left nobody ignorant of it. 

Our lesson today is a prophecy of 
Zacharias, the father of John the Bap- 
tist. God had showed him that his son 
was to be the forerunner of the Mes- 
siah. So he, too, prophesied about the 
coming of the Lord. 

I wish you children could see the story 
of this prophecy as if it were a golden 
thread that runs through the Old Tes- 
tament, from Genesis to Malachi. When 
you are a little older, you can hunt up 
all the verses that tell the many things 
about Christ and what He would do 
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when He came. Adam and Eve had the 
promise—after they had sinned and 
needed a Saviour. Noah had it, and on 
down through the years of history, God 
always had somebody who knew His Son 
was coming. 

Then we think of the wonderful night 
when He came to Bethlehem’s manger, 
a little Baby, helpless and poor, yet still 
the Son of God. You have studied His 
life, you know of His betrayal, His ar- 
rest and crucifixion, His burial and res- 
urrection. You know how He appeared 
to His disciples after His resurrection, 
and then how He ascended into Heaven, 
to sit at the right hand of the Father, 
making intercession for His own, 

How we should love Him! You love 
anyone who has done great things for 
you. He has done more than all others 
put together. He left the ‘courts of 
Heaven to come to earth to die for us, 
Now what are we going to do for Him? 
First we can believe in Him, and accept 
Him as our Saviour. Then we can love 
Him. We can tell others about Him. 
Even in this country of ours, with its 
churches and open Bible, there are so 
many who do not know that Jesus loves 
them, or that He died to save them, 

This has been a great set of lessons, 
and I hope every child has come to un- 
derstand a little more of how God spoke 
through His prophets, how He watched 
over His wicked, disobedient children, 
the Jews, and how He will yet bring 
them back to their own country that 
He promised to Abraham. Things look 
black for the Jews now, they have suf- 
fered more than any nation ever did, 
but God is true, and He will keep His 
promises, and Israel will yet dwell in 
Jerusalem, in peace and safety, 

A little review of the lessons of the 
quarter might refresh childish memories, 
and help to establish the Old Testament 
prophets a little more firmly in their 
minds. 


FEtTon, CALIF, 


od o 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 533) 


1, The governorship of Nehemiah, under 
whom the walls of Jerusalem were repaired 
and various reforms instituted. 

2. Haggai and Zechariah, who encouraged 
Zerubbabel in the rebuilding of the Temple, 
about eighty years earlier. 

3. A backslidden condition, 
priests were largely at fault. 
chapter 2. 

4. The coming of “the messenger of the 
covenant” (3:1-4). 

5. The coming of one called “my messen- 
ger” (3:1), identified with Elijah (4:5). 

6. Matthew 11:7-15; 17:10-13; Luke 1:16, 17. 

7. Some think so, making him one of the 
two witnesses in Revelation 11:3-12, but 
there can be no assurance of this. 


8, Over four hundred years. 
9. Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman. 


10. Opinions differ. I see nothing that 
could not apply to His first coming, but 
4:1-3 would seem to describe judgments as- 
sociated with His return. 


in which the 
See especially 
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Reprints of the Hymn 
"This Earthly House” 


(Continued from page 531) 


pasted in the front of your own hymn 
book or the books of your Sunday school 
or church. Included are also the three 
additional verses that were part of the 
original poem. 
The reprint, 
may be had for 
5 cents each; 
35 cents a dozen; 
or 

$1.50 a hundred. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for “This Earthly 
House” reprints. 


on good, white paper, 


w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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ROOMS 


Two blocks from ocean. [Early reservations desired. 
Good restaurants. Rates upon request. _ Mrs, Hugh 


Kelso, 61 Rehoboth Ave., Rehoboth 


TRACTS 


SPECIAL OFFER — 1000 assorted beauti- 


fully printed various colored two and four 


page tracts, post paid $1.00. 

MENTION SPECIAL OFFER 
THE SALVATION TRACT SOCIETY 
178 S. Grandview Ave. Pittsburgh §, Pa. 
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—~ J. OLIVER BUSWELL, JR., PRESIDENT 


i Te NATIONAL 


/ BIBLE INSTITU it 


yw sth Street, NEW YORK CIT 
sont Publication, oThe Bible Today’’ 
Free from hi with “mod ” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 


diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 
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HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY 
AFFECT YOU ... in the light of 


final judgment according to the Bible? 


This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor, 
reveals his conclusions after extensive study of 
atomic physics, ancient and modern philoso hies 
and theories as related to Biblical teachings 
and prophecies. 


This book is the first evaluation of those 
elements, an important work of profound 
meaning for all Christianity. 


Published by 
W. A. WILDE CO., Boston, Mass. 
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IN ACTION 





REACHING CHILDREN 

MILDRED MORNINGSTAR. Workers with 
children will find in this book the 
newest methods for reaching and 
winning children for Christ. Cloth. 


Moody Press 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


CLARENCE H. BENSON. 
Covers every phase 
and requirement of 
Sunday School work. 
A stahdard text on all 
Sunday School mat- 
ters. Illustrated. Cloth. 


AN INTRODUCTION 
TO CHILD STUDY 


CLARENCE H. BENSON. 
Excellent for teacher 
training classes and 
adapted to help par- 
ents in the home. A 
source of preparation 
for the Sunday School 


$2.50 teacher. Cloth. $2.00 


REACHING BOYS WITH A 
CHRISTIAN PROGRAM 

DIMMOCK STEEVES. Here are proved 
plans and methods for evangelizing 
the teen-age boy. Cloth. 


$1.00 ° 
Dept. S 577 


3 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO 10, Itt. 
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HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 


In Tue SunpAay Scnoot Times 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries, on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 


“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 





the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 

s : : ° take heed, as unto a light that 
will give this book to anyone sending _ shineth in'a dark place, until the 


in FI VE NEW twenty-two weeks ap Aang Arn Oe ar. Sz eqs 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 
This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 





A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list ‘and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for © 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 27 


4. What Is Your Reading Doing to You? 
(Prov. 3:13-23) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


UR answer to the question posed 
by our topic, “What is your reading 
doing to you?” will depend upon the 
kind of reading we do. For the pur- 
pose of getting the discussion started 
in your meeting for this week, it may 
be well to think of five heads under 
which we may classify most of our read- 
ing: 
ye 
1. Neglected Reading. By starting on 
the negative side, we can end our dis- 
cussion on a positive note that we may 
carry away with us. It will prove in- 
teresting, and perhaps enlightening, to 
take a poll of the members present at 
your meeting, beginning with those who 
do not remember having read a single 
book, outside of their actual school or 
business requirements, during the past 
year. Then move on to two books, and 
three, until it is discovered what is the 
greatest number of books any one per- 
son may have read in the course of the 
year. There is a tendency in this age, 
filled with radio programs and moving 
pictures, to neglect reading, and par- 
ticularly good reading, and, obviously, 
we cannot get very much benefit from 
reading if we make little or no effort 
to read. 
ye 
2. Misdirected Reading. It is not diffi- 
cult to see that when the same time and 
effort. that might have been employed in 
reading a well-written and good book 
or magazine is spent on material that is 
trashy, poorly written, and with no par- 
ticular value to the reader, then the 
time and effort are wasted. There is 
no virtue or profit in reading just for 
‘the sake of reading. Therefore, mis- 
directed reading can be almost as value- 
less to the reader as the failure to read 
at all, 
se 
3. Harmful Reading. In our book 
stores are many books today which must 
be classed under this heading. Some of 
these are classed as “best sellers.” 
Among them are some religious books. 
But it is in the fiction group that a large 
number of objectionable books will be 
found. For some years now it has been 
thought smart to write fiction around 
vulgar and indecent incidents, to play 
up sex, and to portray as heroes and 
heroines those who brazenly trample 
upon decency and propriety and chas- 
tity.‘ This is often excused on'the ground 
of realism. And you will find some that 
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will tell you that the old masters, such 
as Dickens, Hugo, Hawthorrie, and the 
like, brought similar incidents into their 
books. The answer is that, in the first 
place, open sin and debauchery and im- 
morality as found in many of our mod- 
ern novels is not realism for the aver- 
age reader, and it is doubtful if these 
things are found to.any extent in the 
circle in which members of your young 
people move. In the second place, the 
old masters did not hold up these things 
as smart or as a necessary part of one’s 
experience. And when they dealt with 
them, they were disparaged and con- 
demned and warned against, and the 
evil consequences of such conduct was 
emphasized. 

In the magazine ‘field, there are sev- 
eral types of publications that fall un- 
der the classification of harmful for the 
Christian. The so-called “confession” and 
“true life story” magazinés are in one 
group. Some of the mystery and comic 
magazines form another. There has been 
a steady growth in comic magazines in 
the last ten years. Many of them are 
poorly drawn, and even more poorly 
written. Their danger lies in the play- 
ing up of crime of all sorts. Often crime 
is camouflaged by some mention of the 
law, or by a few slogans to. the effect 
that crime does not pay, or by “virtuous” 
effort to deal with crime “outside the 
law.” Nevertheless, the glamour of 
gangsterism is there, and detailed in- 


struction in murder, torture, and prac- | 


tically every other kind of criminal of- 
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fense is given. It would be worth while 
for every young people’s society to write 
to the Public Relations Department of 
the Christian Herald, 27 East 39th St., 
New York 16, for a supply of a reprint 
of Sterling North’s startling article, “The 
Comics Aren’t Funny !” 


ve 

4. Purposeful Reading. This type of 
reading includes books and periodicals 
that are read for information as well 
as pleasure, and for the purpose of ad- 
vancing one’s self in school, or along 
the line of special employment, or busi- 
ness, or profession. It includes, of course, 
the required reading that one must do 
in getting an education. But it may 
also include much that is not required 
but that will broaden one’s knowledge, 
add to one’s store of general information, 
and make for greater proficiency in 
business, or profession, or in one’s hobby. 

& 

5. Profitable Reading. At the head of 
this list, we must place God’s Word. As 
we learn in 2 Timothy 3:16, 17, “All 
scripture . . . is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.” It is the Scrip- 
tures that, if read prayerfully and 
thoughtfully, and heeded, will give us 
the right perspective on all our other 
reading. They will enable us to detect 
that which is false and unprofitable as 
we come across it in our other reading, 
and they will safeguard us from the in- 
fluence of untruth and wrong standards 
when we find these things in our read- 
ing. Just what percentage of your read- 
ing time do you give to reading God’s 
Word? Many of us may, to our shame, 
find that the percentage is very small. 
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SERMONS in CHEMISTRY 


Our Kit and water is all you need! 
Simple — Safe — Economical 
FREE folders. Write to 
A. L. BERG 


Box 648 Portland 1, Oregon 














Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


al Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
People’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 


When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 
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Use our generous cooperative 
plan to earn extra money. There's 
no easier way of raising cash than 
by selling Gottschalk’s Metal 
Sponges. Housewives know about, 
need, want—will buy from you— 
these grand little cleaning and 
seouring helps which lighten 
their labors. You’ll be amazed at 
the quick, easy profits. Don't 
delay ... write today for full in- 
formation—Metal Sponge Sales 
C Se valinaet 3650 North 10th 

Philadelphia 40. 
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| METAL SPONGES 

















Quarterlies for 
® Teachers ® Seniors 


* Adults @ Juniors 
*® Young People 
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A scriptural spiritual interpretation of the International Uniform Sunday-school les- 
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Beautifully Colored 


Thirteen lessons, each with application ; thirteen sets of cut-outs; full 
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**30 days hath September...” 
but June, July, and August 
have 92. 


Make the summer of 
1948 count in your 
college career. 


Get a full semester 
of threefold 
- training at 


John Brown 
! University 


Accredited for Veterans 
training 


Summer term begins June 5 


Specialization in Radio, Avi- 
ation, Home Economics, 
Ministerial courses, Voca- 
tional Training, Music, 
Mechanical Engineering, 
Electrical Engineering. 


Recreation— new swimming 
pool and tennis courts. 


Bible Conference, June 27 to 
July 4, part of regular sum- 
mer program. 


CAMP BUDDY, Sulphur Springs, 
Arkansas. Organized summer 
program for ages 6 to 16. Camp- 
ing, swimming, hiking, and play in 
the beautiful Ozarks. 


Accredited high school courses 
during summer. Remedial work if 
desired. 





Enrollment accepted from two 
weeks to entire summer, June 13 
to August 6 at Camp Buddy. 
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For information write 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


SILOAM SPRINGS, ARKANSAS 
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Next to the Bible itself, come sound 
books about the Bible, books of Christian 
biography, of missionary endeavor, and 
books of devotion, and sound Christian 
periodicals. In many of such sound Chris- 
tian periodicals, you will find reviews 
of the latest and best books suitable for 
Christian reading. How often do you 
make use of such reviews in the choos- 
ing of your books? THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Times publishes two special book num- 
bers a year, in February and in Novem- 
ber, in which a large number of safe 
books for the Christian are described. 
In addition, throughout the year, in 
many issues of the paper, outstanding 
Christian books are mentioned, not only 
in book reviews, but in articles based 
on such books. Learn to use this valu- 
able information to keep your reading 
safe, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
June 21 to 27 

Mon.—Daniel 2:44-49, 
“A Kingdom Which Shall Never Be Destroyed.” 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “In the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed.” Kingdoms rise and perish. 
Destruction of wicked kingdoms on this 
earth at our Lord’s return is not only 
predicted here, but in several other por- 
tions of Scripture. Deterioration of gov- 
ernments are very noticeable now, but 
what will they be like at the time of 
the end? Thank God His Kingdom shall 
be set up, and His King shall reign in 
righteousness. Pray for the Message to 
Israel, Box 682, New York 1, 
Tues.—Daniel 8:15-22. The King of Greece. 

Prayer Succestions: “The rough goat 
is the king of Grecia: and the great 
horn that is between his eyes is the first 
king.” G@d uses beasts and birds of 
prey to represent kingdoms. Nations 
also choose such symbols. We of Amer- 
ica have selected qn eagle, Britain, a lion; 
and Russia is spoken of as a bear. The 
rough goat probably typifies the ancient 
Grecian monarch Antiochus Epiphanes 
(175-164 B.C.); who, it is said, blasphe- 
mously offered swines’ blood on the altar 
of the Temple at Jerusalem. He is a 
reminder of the man of sin mentioned 
in Revelation 13, who will ultimately 
desolate Israel. Pray for the Scott Mis- 
sion to Jews, Inc., 726 Bay St., Toronto, 
Can, 
Wed.—Daniel 12:5-13. 

“The Abomination That Maketh Desolate.” 

Prayer Succestions: “The daily sacri- 
fice shall be taken away, and the abom- 
ination that maketh desolate, set up.” 
Some have found historical fulfillment 
in Antiochus Epiphanes; but be that as 


it may, the prophecy seems to look for- 
ward to “the time of the end.” Un- 
doubtedly Antichrist in his final bid for 
the worship of Israel will invade the 
temple (to be) at Jerusalem, and blas- 
phemously offer himself to them as God. 
This climactic sin will bring swift divine 
punishment. (See Rev. 19:20.) Pray for 
the Christian Mission to Churchless Com- 
munities, the Rev. Homer Stanley Mor- 
gan, 140 Nassau St., New York 7, 
Thurs.—Matthew 1:12-17. 

The Generations of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: “The book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ” (v, 1). ‘As 
to Christ’s human nature, He, as prom- 
ised, came in the line of Abraham 
through David. Luke goes back to 
Adam. He was therefore true Son of 
man, the seed of ‘promise to Abraham 
and David. His interesting genealogy 
includes some notable graceless charac- 
ters. He came indeed in the “likeness 
of sinful flesh,’ and nearer to us He 
could not be. Precious lover of our 
souls! Pray for the Orinoco River Mis- 
sion, Inc., Venezuela, S. A. 

Fri.—Matthew 1:22-25. Fulfillment. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This was done 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of’ the Lord by the prophet.” 
The virgin birth of Christ was not only 
a fulfillment of prophecy, but the only 
way man can conceive of God coming 
into this world in the form of man, Any 
other way would create many difficulties 
in the matter of our salvation. How else 
could God be our Saviour? How else 
could He be just and the justifier of 
the ungodly? Pray for the Western 
Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 
St., Winnipeg, Can, 

Sat.—John 10:22-30. “If You Are the Christ.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If thou be the 
Christ tell us plainly.” Not all who ask 
for truth want to obey the truth. Christ’s 
critics were as deaf to His declarations, 
as they were blind to His miracles. How 
wisely He answered questions! (vs, 25- 
30.) But later He did answer clearly 
(see v. 36). But them they were ready 
to kill Him, (See v. 39.) Those who are 
not wiliing to believe will be blind and 
deaf to evidences. Pray for the European 
Christian. Mission, Inc., 1101 E. 35th St., 
_Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

Sun.—Psalm 130. 
“And He Shall Redeem Israel.’’ 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “He shall re- 
deem Israel from all his: iniquities.” 


The mercy of God is such that He of- 4 a = 
fers His pardoning grace even to © zm 
“Jerusalem sinners” (as Bunyan puts ~~ = a 
it). Our Lord’s “Beginning at Jeru- +>» - 
salem” command embraces still even ~a*oa 
champion sinners. The call to all is, z © - 
“Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, “ ro 
Jesus will receive you all.” Evenall °°? < 
Israel shall be saved by the Deliverer. ” “4 
What a day of repentance that will © 

be! Pray for the International Chris- = os 
tain Leprosy Mission, Inc., Box 8164, ar 


Portland 7, Oreg. 








